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District of Columbia, towit; 

Bo it romembered, that, on the fifth day of Dacemher, Anno Domini one (iionr- 

and Eght hundreil and fiflj, William Hunt depasitod in this office the title of a 

work, Iho title of which is in the words following: 

"A Familiar Digest of all the Pension and Bounty Land Laws of the United 
States nou) in !0)i;e, systematiealiy arr >«ged : containing all the necessary prm» 
of AppUcal^'' , Declarations, Certificates, Foibcts of Attorney, Ajjids-aits, Ex- 
eeatise Rtgu' utians. Rules of Evidence, ^e., campiledfrom the Official Records." 
By WiLLiA,!! Hdnt, ConnsetloT at Law. 
The right whereof he claims na suthor, in conformity with an act of CangreBB, 

entitled " An Act to nmend the several acte respecting copy righta," 

JNO. A. SMITH, Clerk ef the Dislrief 

In testimony that the foregoing is a triio copy from the 
recoida of my oiEco, I, John A. Smith, Clerk of the 
District Court of the District of Columbia, hoteto set 
my hand, and the seat of said Court, this fifth day of 
DGcember, 1850. 

JNO, A. SMITH, Clerk, 
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ARMY. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

CHAPTER I. 

All persons disabled in service since the Revolution, are entitled to 

pensions. 

On the 10th of April, 1806, Congress re-enacted that 
portion of the act of March 16, 1802, by which provision 
was made for persons who were disabled by known 
wounds received in the Revokitionary war. 

By this act, a commissioned officer was allowed, as a 
full pension, one half the monthly pay which was legally 
allowed at the time of his incurring the disability; the 
proportion less than a full pension, to correspond with the 
proportions of said half pay ; no pension, however, to be 
calculated at a higher rate than the half pay of a Lieu- 
tenant Colonel. 

The fidl pension of a non-commissioned officer, soldier, 
marine, or seaman, was fixed at Jive dollars per monlhj 
and less than a full pension in the proportion of live dol- 
lars per month. 

On the 25th of April, 1808, an act was passed, the 
fourth section of which provides, that any soldier, 
ivhether belonging to the regular army, the militia, or a 
volunteer corps, called into service under the authority 
of the United States, and who may have been wounded 
or disabled since the Revolutionary war, while in the 
line of his duty, in the actual service of the United States, 
shall be entitled to a pension at the same rate of compen- 
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siitionj and under the regulations of the above act of 
April 10, 1806. 

CHAPTER II. 
Sncreax of Pension of every grade -wader thai of Captain. 
On the y4th of April, 1816, an act was passed, the 
first and second sections of which provided, that all per- 
sons of the fohowing ranks at that time, or who may 
hereafter be placed on the miUtary pension roll of the 
United States^ shall receive for the disabilities of the 
highest degree, the folloviring sums, per month, in lieu of 
those to which they were previously entitled, viz : 
A First Lieutenant, - - - ^17 00 
A Second Lieutenant, - - - 15 00 
A Third Lieutenant, - ■■ - 14 00 
An Ensign, - - - - - 13 00 
A lion commissioned officer, musician, 

or private, - - - - 8 00 

For disabilities of a degree less than the highest, a sum 
proportionably less. 

It was also provided, that nothing in this act should be 
so construed as to lessen the pension of any person, who^. 
by special provision, is entitled to a higher rate of pen- 
sion. 

CHAPTER in 
Pensions to those who served nine months. 
By the act of March 18, 1818, officers or privates who' 
served in the Array or Navy during the Revolutionary 
War, for nine months or longer, and who by reason of 
their reduced circumstances stood in need of assistance 
from their country, were allowed pensions : officers ^20 
per month, non commissioned officers privates, etc., ^S 
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per month. No person was entitled to the provisions 
of this act until he relinquished all claim to any pension 
heretofore allowed him by the United States. To obtain 
the benefit of the act, it was necessary to make a state- 
ment, under oath, that the applicant stood in need ol" as- 
sistance. 

On the 1st of May, 1820, an act was passed, the first 
section of which declared, that no person placed on the 
pension list under the act of March 18, 1818, should, after 
the reception of that part of the pension which became 
due in March 4, 1820, continued to receive the pension 
until he should have exhibited, under oath, a schedule of 
all his estate and income ; after which the Secretary of 
War was empowered to strike from the pension list under 
the said act, the name of all pensioners who thus appeared 
capable of supporting themselves without the assistance 
of their country. It was provided however, that persons 
who had been placed on the pension list in consequence 
of disability, from known wounds received in the Revo- 
lutionary War, and who had relinquished such pension in 
order to avail themselves of the benefits of the act of 
March 18, 1818, and stricken from the list under this 
section, should be restored to the pension so relinquished. 

CHAPTEl^ IV. 
Pensions granted to all Officers who served lo the end oj the Rev- 
olutionary War in the Continental Army. 
On the 15th of May, 1828, anactwaspassed which pro- 
vided, that the surviving commissioned officers of the Rev- 
olutionary Army, in the continental line, who served to the 
end of the war, and who, by the resolution of October 21,, 
1780, were entitled to half pay, should receive the amount 
of /«// pay, according to their rank in the line; the said 
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full pay to commence on the 3rd of Marchj 1826. Un- 
der this act no officer is entitled to receive a larger sum 
than the pay of a Captain in the said line. 

This act also provided, thatlevery surviving non-commis- 
sioned officer, musician, or private, in said army, who en- 
hsted therein/or and during ike war, and continued in 
its service until its termination, and thereby became en- 
titled to receive a reward of ^80 under the Resolution of 
May 15, 1778, should be entitled to receive his/«// monthly 
pay in said service, the said full pay to commence on the 
3rd of Marchj 1826^ and to continue during his natural 
life. 

Note.— On May 31, 1830, and on July 14, 1832, acts 
were passed which declared that pensioners under the 
preceding act of May 15, 1828, should not be required 
to relinquish invalid pensions, and if they were disabled, 
that they might receive both pensions. 



CHAPTER V. 
Provisions for all tvho served six monihs, either in the Army, Mili- 
tia, or Navy, during the Revolution. 

On the 7th of June, ] 832, it was enacted, that each of 
the surviving ofiicers, non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, soldiers, and Indian spies, who had served in ihe 
continental line, or State troops, volunteers, or militia, at 
one or more terms, a period of two years, during the 
Revolutionary "VYar, and who were not entitled to any 
benefit of May 15, 1828, should receive the amount of 
his/ull pay in the said line, according to his rank, but 
not to exceed in any case the pay of a Captain in. said 
line, such full pay to commence on the 4th of March, 
1831, and to continue during his natural life. 

Persons serving as aforesaid, a teroj or terms less in 
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the whole than two years, but not less than six tnonthSf 
were authorized to receive for life, each according to his 
term of service, an amount bearing such proportion to 
the annuity granted to the same rank for the service of 
two years, as his term of service did to the term aibre- 
saidj to cotnmence on the 4th of March, 1831. 

Note. — Under this act, pensioners receiving revolu- 
tionary pensions under any preceding act, were not enti- 
tled to its benefits unless they first relinquished fur- 
ther claim to such former pension. The officers, non- 
commissioned officers, seamen, and marines, who served 
for a like term in the naval service, are entitled to the 
benefits of this act in the same manner as is provided for 
the officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary Army. 

CHAPTER VI. 
Pensioners under ike act of June 7, 1832, to receive invalid pen- 
sions, if disabled. 
On the 19th of February, 1833, it was enacted, that the 
act of June 7, 1832, should not be construed to embrace 
invalid pensioners, and that the pensions of invalid soldiers 
should not be deducted from the amount receivable by them 
under that act ; and by the act of the 2nd of March, 1833, 
it was declared, that wherever it shall be made to appear 
that any applicant for a pension entered the Revolutionary 
Army previous to the Uth of April, 1783, and continued 
in service until after that period, the time of his service 
should be computed from the time he then entered the 
army, until the date af the definitive treaty of peace. 
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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY PENSIONS. 
Widows and Children. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

The Widow or Children, io receive the balance due in the case of a 
deceased Pensioner. 

By the act of March 2, 1829, it was provided, that on 
the death of a revolutionary pensioner, any arrearage of 
pension due to him shall be paid to his widow, or her at- 
torney ; or in case he left no widow, or she be dead, then 
to the children of the pensioner, or to their guardian or 
his attorney ; and if no child or children, then to the le- 
gal representatives of the deceased. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Pay allowed from the 4th of March, 1831, io the Widow or Chil- 
dren of Revolutionary Officers, Soldiers, or Seamen, who died 
after that time, and before the 1th of June, 1832. 
The 2nd, 4th and 5th sections of the act of July 4, 
1836j provided, that in case of the death of any officer, 
soldier, seaman, or marine, who served in the Revolution- 
ary War in the manner specified by the act of June 7, 
1832, since the 6th of March, 1831, and before June 7, 
1832, the amount of pension which would have accrued 
since March 4, 1831, to the time of his death, and been 
payable to him by the act of June 7, 1832, had he survived 
the passage thereof, should be paid to his widow, and if he 
left no widow, to his children, in the manner prescribed 
by the latter act. 
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CHAPTER IS. 

Widows of Revolutionary Officers and others, allowed Pensions. 

The 3rd, 4lh, and 5th sections of the act of the 4tb 
of July, 1836, provided, that in case of the death of 
any person who served in the Revolutionary War in 
the manner specified by the act of June 7^ 1832, leaving 
a widow whose marriage took place before the expiration 
of the last period of his service, such widow shall be en- 
titled to receive, during the time she may remain unmar- 
ried, the annuity or pension which might have been al- 
lowed to her husband by virtue of the said act, if living 
at the time it was passed. 



CHAPTER X 

The henefiis of the act of My 4, 1836, not to U withheld in eer- 
lain cases. 

On the 3rd of March, 1837, it was enacted that the 
benefits of the preceding act of July 4, 1836, shall not 
be withheld from any widow, in consequence of her hav- 
ing married after the decease of her husband, for whose 
services she may claim a pension under the said act, pro- 
vided that she was a widow at the time it was passed. 

The act of March 3, 1837, also declared, that the widow 
of any person who continued in the service of the Uni- 
ted States until November 3, 1783, and was married be- 
fore that day, and while her husband was in such service, 
shall be entided to the benefits of the act of July 4, 1836. 

On the 7th of July, 1838, it was resolved, that the 
death of the husband after July 4, 1836, should not pre- 
vent the widow from being pensioned under the act of 
that date. 
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Cfl AFTER XI. 

Five years' pension to (fidows of Revolutionary Soldiers, if mar- 

ried before 1194. 

On July 7, 1838, an act was passed, which declared, 
that in case of the death of any person who served in 
the Revolutionary War in the manner specified by the 
act of June 7, 1832, leaving a widow whose marriage 
took place ajlerthe expiration of his last period of ser- 
vice and before the 1st of January, 1794, such widow 
shall be entitled to receive for and during the term of five 
years, from the 4th of March, 1839, the pension which 
might have been allowed to her husband in virtue of the 
said act of June 7, 1832, if living at the time it was passed, 
the pension to be discontinued in case of the marriage of 
said widow. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Death of the husband after June 7, 1832, does not prevent the 

■widow from drawing a pension under the act of July 7, 1838. 

On the 16th of August, 1842, a joint resolution was 
passed, which declared that the benefits of the act of July 
7, 1838, shall not be withheld from any widow whose 
husband died after June 7, 1&32, and before the act of 
July 7, 1838, if otherwise entitled to the same. 

CHAPTER Xin. 
The marriage of a widow after the death oj her husband, for 
whose service she claims, is no bar to her drawing a pension 
under the act of July 7, 1838. 

On the 23rd of August, 1842, it was enacted, that the 
marriage of a widow after the death of her husband, for 
whose service she claims, shall be no bar to her drawing 
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a pension, under the act of July 7, 1838, if she be a 
widow at the time she makes the application for a pen- 
sion. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

One gears' pension allowed to certain Widows. 
By the act of March 3, 1843, the pensions of widows 
of revolutionary soldiers entitled to pensions for five years 
from the 4th of March, 183G, were extended for one year, 
from the 4th of March, 1843. 

CHAPTER XV. 
Four year) additional pension to certain Widows. 
On the 17th of June, 1844, the preceding act of March 
3, 1843, was revived, and extended for and during the 
term oi four years, from and after the 4th of March, 
1844, having the same effect as though the said act had 
had been a grant of pension ior five years, instead of one 
year. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Widows of Rcvoiutionnry Soldiers entitled to a renewal oj their 
pensions for lije. 

On the 2d of February, 1848, an act was passed, 
which entitled the aforesaid widows of Revolutionary sol- 
diers, having served in the manner specified by the act of 
June 7, 1832, to a renewal of their pensions /or life, 
or during their widowhood, provided, the marriage took 
place before January 1, 1794, said renewal to date from 
March 4, 1848, It was also provided, that such widows 
as have been admitted by special act of Congress to the 
benefits of the pension acts of July 7, 1838, and June 
17, 1844, shall be admitted to the benefits of this act. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The kuabund's Evidence of Service, if a Pensioner, shall be con- 

elusive proof of the same in his widow's case. 

By the act of July 1, 1848, it was provided, that in all. 
€ases where a pension may have been granted to any 
officer or soldier of the Revolution in his Jife time, the 
evidence upon which such pension was granted, shalJ be 
conclusive of the service of such officer or soldier in the 
application of any woman who may have been the widow 
of such officer or soldier; and upon proof that she was 
.ffiurried previous to January 1, 1794, and that she is still 
'. widow, entitles her to be placed upon the pension roll, 
-•■ the same rate that such officer or soldier received 
doring his lifetime. j 

CHAPTEK XVIII. 

Widov>s of Revolutionary Officers and Soldiers may draw pensions, 

if married before January 1, 1800. 

By the act of July 29, 1848, widows of Revolutionary 
oJicers and soldiers, mariners, marines, or Indian spies, 
who served in the continental line, whether in State troops, 
volunteers, or militia, or in the naval service, are entitled 
to a pension during such widowhood, of equal amount 
per annum that their husbands would be entitled to, if 
iiving, under existing pension laws, to commence on the 
4th ofiMarch, 1848; provided, such widow was married 
prs'-'ious to the 1st of January, 1800. But no widow 
receiving a pension at the time of the passage of this act 
is entitled to a further pension under it. 

Note. — In all these acts relating to widows, it is de- 
clared, that any pledge, mortgage sale, assignment, or 
transfer of any right, claim, or interest in any way granted 
by the acts, shall be utterly void and of no elTect ; nor 
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shall th^ annuities or pension be liable to attachment, 
levy, or seizurej by any process of law or equity, but shall 
inure wholly to the benefit of the pensioner ; also, that 
before a warrant shall be delivered to any person acting 
for or in behalf of any one entitled to money utider their 
acts, such person shall take and subscribe an oath or 
affirmation, to be administered by the proper accounting 
officer, and put on file, that he has no interest in said 
money, by any pledge, mortgage, transfer, agreement^ 
understanding, or arrangement, and that he does not 
know or believe that the same has been so disposed of to 
any other person, 

ARMY PENSIONS 

FOR SERVICES SUBSEQUENT TO THE REVOLUTION. 

CHAPTER XIX, 
Pension for Rangers disabled in the service. 
The 4th section of the act of January 2, 18 12, authori- 
zing the raising of certain companies ot Rangers, declared, 
that the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, 
raised pursuant to that act, should be entitled to the like 
compensation in cases of disability, by wounds or other- 
wise, incurred in the service, as the officers and soldiers 
of the then existing military establishment. 

CHAPTER XX. 
Pensions to Invalids of the additional forces of\B\2. 
The fourteenth section of the act of January 11, 1812, 
" for raising an additional military force" declared, that 
officers and soldiers raised under that act, should, incase 
of disability by wounds or otherwise, while in the line of 
their duty in public service, be placed on the invalid list of 
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the United States. The pension to a commissioned offi- 
cer not to exceed, for the highest rate of disability, half 
his monthly pay at the time of his being disabled or 
woundedj and no officer to receive more than the half 
pay of a Lieutenant Colonel. The rate of compensation 
to non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
not to exceed j^ue dollars per month. All inferior disa- 
bilities to entitle the person so disabled, to receive an 
allowance proportionate to the highest disability. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Volunteers disabled in the service to be pennoned. 

By the act of February 6, 1812, section 5, Volunteers 

disabled in the service were also pensioned, cnder the 

same regulations as the preceding act of January II, 

1812. 

CHAPTEU XXII. 

Provision Jor those who served in the, Wabash Campaign in 1812. 
By the act of April 10, 1812, provided, that the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the volunteers and militia who served 
in the campaign on the Wabash in 1811 against the In- 
dians, should receive the same compensation as is allowed 
by law to the militia of the United States, when called 
into the actual service of the United States. {See tcidows'. 
Chap. XXVIII.) 

CHAPTER XXIII, 

Pensions to Invalids of the one years' meti. 
By the act of January 29, 1813, " for raising an addi- 
tional military force," section 10 and 11, officers and 
soldiers raised under that act, if disabled by wounds or 
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otherwise, while in the line of duty in publrc service, 
were entitled to be placed on the United States invalid 
list. The compensation of a comraissioned officer for the 
highest rate of disability, not to exceed half his monthly 
pay at the time of his being disabled or wounded, and 
no ofTicer to receive more than the half pay of a Lieuten- 
ant Colonel. The compensation of non commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, not to exceed five dol- 
lars per month. {See widows', Chap, xsix.) 

CHAPTER XSIV. 

Pensions to cerlmn IVoops for sea coast deftnce. 

The 2nd section of the act of January 28, 1814j for 

raising certain troops for sea coast defence, placed the 

said troops on the same footing in every respect as the 

other regular troops of the United States. 

CHAPTER XXV. 
Pensions to Invalids of the Peace Eslahlishment of 1815. 
The 7th section of the act of March 3, 1815, placed 
the several corps authorized by that act on the same foot- 
ing with regard to wounds and disabilities as is authori- 
zed by the act of March 16, 1802. 



CHAPTER XXV!. 
Pensions lo Invalids of Mounted Volunteers for frontier defence. 
The 4th section of the act of June 15, 1882, placed 
the officers and soldiers raised under that act, on the same 
footing, with regard to wounds and disability, as the sol- 
diers in the United States military establishment. 
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WIDOWS' PENSIONS 

FOR SERVICES OF THEIR HUSBANDS SUBSEQUENT TO THE 
REVOLUTION. 

CHAPTER XXVir. 

Widoivs of Rangers, Sea Fencibles, Miliiia, and Volunteers killtd 

in the War oj 181^ with Great Britain, allowed 'pensions. 

The act of April 16, 1816, provides, that any officer or 
private soldier of the militia, including rangers, sea-fen- 
cibles, and volunteers, or any non-commissioned officer, 
musician, or private, who enlisted for either of the terms, 
of one year, or eighteen months, or any commissioned of- 
ficer of the regular army, dieing while in the service of 
the United States, during the War of 1812 with Great 
Britain, or in returning to his place of residence after be- 
ing mustered out of service, or at any time thereafter, in 
consequence of wounds received in the service, and shall 
have left a widow, or if no widow, a child or children 
under sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no widow, 
such child or children, shall be entitled to receive half the 
monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled at the 
time of his death, for and during the term oi Jive years. 
In case of the death or re-marriage of such widow within 
the said five years, the half pay, for the residue of the 
time, to go to the child or children. 

It provides, also, that officers and private soldiers of the 
militia as aforesaid, disabled while in the service of the 
United States, shall be placed on the list of pensioners, 
in the same manner as the officers and soldiers of the reg- 
ular army. 

The provisions of this act do not extend to any person 
embraced in the provisions of the act of August 2, 181 A, 
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providiiii^ for (he widows and orphsiiiii of itiiliiia slain or 
disabled in the service of the United States. 

CWAfTER XXVUi. 

Pensions for Widows and Children of Volunteers and Militia who 

served in ihe If abash Campaign ta 181 ! . 

The act of April 10, 1812, provided, that officer sand 
soldiers of the volumeers or militia, who served in the 
Wabash campaign against the hostile Indians, and who 
were killed or died of wounds received in said service, 
leaving a widow, or if no widow, a child or children un- 
der sixteen years of age* such widow, or if no widow, 
such child or children shall be entitled to half the monthly 
pay to which the deceased was entitled at (he time of his 
death, or receiving the wound of which he died, for, and 
during the term of five j ears ; and in case of the death 
or intermarriage of such widow, before the expiration of 
the term of five years, the half pay for the remainder of 
the term to go to the child or children, whilst under the 
age of sixteen. 

CHAFTEE XXIX. 
Five years' half pay to Widows in certain cases. 

The act of January 29, 1813, granting pensions to. in- 
valids of the one years' men " provided, that in case of 
the death of any commissioned officer while in the ser- 
vice, by reason of wounds received in the actual service 
of the United States, his widow, or if no widow, his 
child or children, should be entitled to receive half his 
monthly pay for the term of five years. In case of the 
death or intermarriage of such widow, before the expira- 
tion of the term, the residue to go to the child or chil- 
dren. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

IViiloias and Orphans of Rangers placed on the same footing wilh 
those of Infantry. 

By the act of Mitrch 3, 1817, sec. 1,4, the widows and 
children of soldiers of the militia, the volunteers, sol- 
diers and sea-fencibles, who served during the late war 
with Great Britain, and for whom half-pay for five years 
was provided by the act of April 10, 1816, were placed 
on an equality as to their annual allowance ; that is to 
say, snch widows, and in case of no widow, such chil- 
dren, as mav be embraced in the before recited act, shall 
be entitled to receive (as the half pay to which they are 
entitled ) at the rate of forty-eight dollars per annum, and 
no more ; and the widows and children aforesaid, of the 
officers of the different corps aforesaid, shall be entitled 
to the half pay of the officers of tbe infantry ; the wid- 
ows and children of the non-commissioned officers of the 
rangers shall be placed on the same footing, as to half pay 
for five years, with the widows and children of the in- 
fantry. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

The Widow and Children to receive the balance due in the case of 
a deceased pensioner. 

The act of March 2, 1829, authorized the payment to 
the widow or children, or if no child or children, to the 
legal representative, the arrears of pension due at the 
time of his death, in case he died before the certificate of 
the continuance of his disability, required by the act of 
March 3, 1819, was obtained, Provided, that his last ex- 
amination was within two years from the time of his death. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 
Widows and Orphans of Officers and Soldiers of (he Militia, 

Rangers, Sea-Fencibles, and Volunteers, who have died since ■ 

April 20t 1818, entitled to Jive years' half pay. 

The act of July 4, 1836, sections 1, 4, 5, grants five 
years' half pay to widows and orphans of officers and sol- 
diers of the militia, rangers, sea-fcncibles, and volunteers 
who have died since April 20, 1818. In case of the 
intermarriage or death of the widow within the five years, 
the residue to go to the child or children for the remain- 
der of the term. This act had reference to the Seminole 
war in Florida, and was, afterwards, re-enacted so as to 
apply to the Mexican war. 

The 2d, 4th, and 5th sections of this act, allow pay 
to the widows or children of Revolutionary soldiers or 
seamen, who died after March 4, 1831, and before June 
7, 1832. 

CHAPTER XXSm. 

Pensions allowed lo Widows and Orphans of the Regular Army in 

certain cases arising in the War with Mexico. 

The act of July 21, 1848, declared, that the provisions 
of the first section of the act of July 4, 1836, granting 
half pay to widows and orphans of soldiers who died in 
the military service of the United States, should be 
applicable to all widows and orphans of soldiers of the 
United States Army, who were in the Army on March I, 
1846, or subsequently, during the Mexican war. Also, 
that the widows and orphans of officers or soldiers, 
whether of the regular army or of volunteers, who have 
died since April 1, 1846, from wounds received or dis- 
eases contracted while in the line of their duty, shall be 
entitled to the same rate of pensions as is provided in the 
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first section of the act of July 4, 1836, : Provided, such 
death occurred while such soldier was in the service of 
the United States, and in the line of duty, or while re- 
turning to his usual place of residence in the United 
States, after having received a discharge upon a surgeon's 
certificate, for disabilities incurred from wounds received^ 
or disease contracted while in the line of duty, or while 
on his march to join the army in Mexico. This act is not 
applicable to the widows and orphans of such soldiers 
who have not served in Mexico, or at posts or stations on 
the borders of Mexico, except where such soldiers died 
while on their march to join the army in Mexico. 

CHAPTER XXXIY. 
Five years' half pay to Widows and Orphans in certain cases. 
On the 22d of February, 1849, it was enacted^ that the 
3rd section of the act of July 21, 1848, shall be so con- 
strued as to embrace all widows and orphans of officers, 
non commissioned officers, musicians and privates, whether 
of the regular army or of volunteers, who have received 
an honorable discharge, or who remained to the date of 
their death in the military service of the United States, 
and who have died since their return to their usual place 
of residence, of wounds receivedj or of diseases contracted 
while in line of duly. 

On the 5i8th of September, 1850, a joint resolution was 
passed, which declared, that the provision of the above 
act shall be construed to embrace the widows and orphans 
of all persons designated therein, who died while in ac- 
tual service in the late war with Mexico, or in going to 
and returning from the same; and also to the widows 
and orphans of ail such persons as, having been honora- 
bly discharged, or having resigned, shall have died after 



d by Google 



27 

the passage of said last mentioned act, of February 22, 
1849, or who may hereafter die, of wounds received or 
from disease contracted while in said service ; Provided^ 
That the army rolls, showing the death of any of said 
persons in the army, shall be sufficient evidence to estab- 
lish that fact. 



NAVY PENSIONS. 

OFFICERS, SEAMEN, AND MARINES. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

Invalids of the Navy allowed pensions. 
The act of April 23, 1800, established the Navy pen- 
•sion fund. By this act, every officer, seaman or marine, 
disabled in the line of his duty, is entitled to a pension 
for life, according to the nature and degree of his disabil- 
ity, not to exceed one half of his monthly pay. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 
Revenue Officers and Seamen allowed pensions in certain cases. 

By the act of April 18, 1814, the officers and seamen 
of the revenue cutters of the United States, who have 
been or may be wounded or disabled in the discharge of 
their duty, whilst co-operating with the Navy, by order of 
the President of the United States, are to be placed on 
the Navy pension list, at the same rate of pension, and un- 
der the same regulations and restrictions, as are provided 
by law for the officers and seamen of the Navy. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII, 

Naval Engineers, Firemen, and Coal Heavers provided Jor. 

The act of August 11, 1848, declared, that engineerSj 
firemeiij and coal heavers in the Navy, shall be entitled to 
pensions in the same manner as officers, seamen ,and ma- 
rines. But an engineer, fireman, or coal heaver, is not en- 
titled to any pension for disability incurred prior to Au- 
gust 31, 1842. {See widows', cha.'p. xlis.) 

WIDOWS AND CHILDREN. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 
Five years' pension to Widows and Children oj Navy oncers killed. 
The act of January ^0, 1813, granted five years' half 
pay to the widows and children of naval officers or offi- 
cers of the marines, who were killed, or who died 
by reason of wounds received in the service. In case of 
the death or intermarriage of the widow, before the ex- 
piration of the term of five years, the half pay for the re- 
mainder of the term to go to the child or children of the 
deceased officer. 

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Five years' pension to Widows and Orphans oJ pensioners slain in 

the service. 

The act of March 4, IS 14, sec. 2, declared, that if any 
seaman or marine, belonging to the Navy of the United 
States, shall die ; or if any officer, seaman, or marine, be- 
longing to the Navy of the United States, shall have died 
since the 18th day of June, in the year of our Lord 1812, by 
reason of a wound received in the line of his duty, leav- 
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ing a widow, or if no widow, a child or children undei' 
sixteen years of age, such widow, or if no widow, such 
child or children, shall be entitled to receive half the 
monthly pay to which the deceased was entitled at the 
time of his death ; which allowance shall continue for the 
term of five years ; but in case of the death or intermar- 
riage of such widow before the expiration of the said 
term of five years, the half pay for the remainder of the 
term shall go to the child or children of the deceased : 
Provided, That such half pay shall cease on the death 
of such child or children. 

CHAPTER XL, 

Orphans and Widows of Pensioners slam in armed vessels of the 
United States, allowed pensions. 

The act of March 3, 1817, granted five years' pensions 
to the widows, and if no widows, to the children under 
.sixteen years of age, of officers, seamen, or marines, who 
■shall die, or shall have died since 18th June, 1812, of dis- 
ease contracted, or of casualties or injuries received while 
in the line of duty. 

Note. — This act was repealed by the act of 22d Jan- 
uary, 1824, but the rights which had accrued under it 
were reserved. It was repealed because so many deaths 
by yellow fever, in the West Indies, made too heavy a 
charge upon the fund. 

CHAPTER XLI. 

^tension of pemions to Widows and Children. 

By the act of April 16, 1818, it was declared, that in 

every case where a person has been put on the pension 

list; or granted a certificate of pension, by virtue of the 
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first section of an act passed the fourth day of March, in 
the year eighteen hundred and fourteen, entitled " An 
act giving pensions to the orphans and widows of persons 
slain in the pubhc or private armed vessels of the United 
States," the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby 
authorized, at the expiration of the term of five years for 
which any pension certificate shall have been granted as 
aforesaid, to allow the full monthly pension to which the 
rank of the deceased would have entitled him for the 
highest rate of disability ; and that such pension shall 
continue to such person for the further term of five years : 
Provided, That such pension shall cease on the death of 
such widow, child, or children. 

CHAPTER XLII. 

Halfway pensions to the Widows and Children of certain officers 

marines, and seamen, extended. 

The act of March 3, 1819, provided, that in all cases 
where provision has been made, by law, for five years' 
half pay to the wddows and children of officers, seamen, 
and marines, who were killed in battle, or died of wounds 
received in battle, or who died in the naval service of the 
United States, during the late war, the said provision 
shall be continued for the additional term of five years, 
to commence at the end of the first term of five years, in 
each case, respectively, making the provision equal to ten 
years' half pay; which shall be paid in the manner and 
out of the fund heretofore designated by law ; and the 
said pensions shall also cease for the reasons mentioned in 
the said law. 
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CHAPTCE XLIII. 
Further extension of the term of half pay to Widows avd Children, 
and repeal of the Act of 3d March, 1817. 
The act of JaiiHarj 22, 1824, declared, that in all cases 
where provision has been made, by law, for five years' 
half pay to the widows and children of officers, seamen, 
and marines, who were killed in battle, or who died in 
the naval service of the United States, during the late 
war, and also in all cases where provision has been made 
for extending the term for five years, in addition to the 
first term of five years, the said provision shall be further 
extended for an additional term of five years, to com- 
mence at the end of the second term of five years, in 
each case, respectively, making the provision equal to fif- 
teen years' half pay, which shall be paid out of the fund 
heretofore provided by law ; and the said pension shall 
cease, for the causes mentioned in the laws providing the 
same, respectively. From and after the passing this aet^ 
the act entitled " An act to amend and explain an act 
giving pensions to the orphans and widows of persons 
slain in the public or private armed vessels of the United 
States," passed March the third, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen, is hereby repealed: Provided, 
however, that nothing in this act contained shall be con- 
strued to prevent the payment of any pension already 
granted, until the full expiration of the period thereof; 
nor to effect or impair the rights of any person or per- 
sons which may have occurred during the existence of 
the act hereby repealed, as aforesaid. 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

Extendwg the term of ci'.riain Pensions. 

By the act of May 23j 1828, section I, naval pensions 
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to widows and orphans of officers and seamen killed in 
the war of 1812, a fourth term of five years, half pay was 
granted, making the pensions equal to twenty years half 
pay. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

Further extension of Pensions keretojore granted. 
The act of June 28, 1832, made a provision for a fifth 
term of five years, half pay, as far as respects widows only. 

CHAPTER XLVl. 
Further extension of Naval Pensions. 

The act of June 30, 1834, extended for a still further 
period of five years, the half pay pensions of widows ; and. 
also extended it to the widows of naval officers and 
seamen who died in the naval service since the 1st of 
January, 1824, by means of disease contracted or injuries 
received while in the service ; the pension to commence 
from the passage of this act, viz : June 30, 1834. 

CHAPTER XLVII. 

Pensions to ffidows and Children of those who have died in the 

Naval service. 

The act of 3d March, 1837, granted pensions to the 
widows, and if no widows, to the children under twenty 
one years of age, of all officers seamen and marines "who 
have died, or may hereafter die, in the naval service. 
It provided, that pensions already granted, or to be granted 
to invalids, shall be paid from the time when they were 
disabled ; and it repeals all acts inconsistent with itself." 
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CHAPTEIi XLVIII. 
Navy pensions reiiewieii to certain Widows for five years. 

The act of March 3, 1845, extended for a further term 
of five years, the half pay pensions of widows of officers 
or seamen, to commence from the day on which the last 
term of five years terminated : Provided, said widows re- 
mained unmarried. 



CHAPTER XUX. 
Naval peiuions of certain Widows and Orphans renewed 
The act of August 11,1 848, declared, that the widows 
and children, at the time of receiving pensions under any 
act of Congress passed prior to August 1, 1841, (except 
the law of March 3, 1837), and those widows and chil- 
dren who had received pensions at any time within five 
years prior to August 1 1, 1848, should continue to receive 
the same amount as they had received under any special 
act, from the time such special act expired, Provided, 
such act ceased on or after September 1, 1845, or may 
hereafter terminate, said renewed pensions to be paid so 
long as the widows remained unmarried ; in case of their 
death, the pension to go to the children of the deceased 
parties until they arrive respectively at the age of sixteen. 
It was also declared, that the act of April 30^ 1844, shall 
not be so construed as to exclude officerSj seamen, 
or marines, from their pensions when disabled, for sea 
service: Provided, that the whole amount received by 
the pensioner, including pay for his service, and pension, 
shall not exceed his lowest duty pay ; that the orphan 
child or children of the deceased parties shall have a pen- 
sion, in case the widow has died after drawing a five 
years' pension, to commence at the time when the widow 
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dies, and to continue until the child or children shall at- 
tain the age of sixteen ; and that any casualty, by which ais 
o0eer, seaman, or marine, has lost, or may lose his life 
while in the line of his duty, shall be considered sufficient 
to entitle the widowj child, or children, to all the bene- 
fits of this act. 

The second section of the act, (of August 11, 1848_) 
enacted, that engineers, firemen, and coal-heavers in the 
Navy, shall be entitled to pensions in the same manner as 
officers, seaman, and marines, and the widows of engi- 
neers, coal-heavers, and firemen, in the same manner as 
the widows of officers, seamen and marines, Provided^ 
that the pension of a chief engineer shall be the same 
as that of a lieutenant of the Navy, and a pension of the 
widow of a chief engineer the same as that of a widow 
of a heutejiant of the Navy ; the pension of a first assis- 
tant engineer, the same as that of a heutenant of marines; 
and the pension of the widow of a first assistant engineerj 
the same as that of a widow of a lieutenant of marines; 
the pension of a second or third assistant engineer the 
same as that of a pensioned officer ; and the pension of a 
widow of a second or third assistant engineer, the same 
ag that of the widow of a pensioned officer ; the pension 
of afiremanor coal-heaver, the same as that of a seaman; 
the pension of the widow of a fireman or coal-heaver, 
the same as that of the widow of a seaman, Provided 
further, that an engineer, fireman or coal-heaver, shall not 
be entitled to any pension by reason of a disability in- 
curred prior to August 31, 1842, nor shall the widow of 
an engineer, fireman, or coal-heaver, be entided to any 
pension by reason of the death of her husband, if his 
death was prior to the said date. 

The third section enactg, that the amount of pension 
in every case arising under this law, shall not exceed the 
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half pay of the deceased officer, seaman, or marinej as it 
existed in January, 1835, or such rate of pension as is 
allowed by this ad. 

CHAPTER h. 
Persons not Entitled to Pensions while in service, excejii in certai/i 

The act of April 30, 1844, declared, that no person in 
the Army, Navy, Marine Corpsi, shall be allowed to draw 
both a pension as an invalidj and the pay or rank of his 
station in the service, unless the aiiedged disability for 
which the pension was granted, be such as to have occa- 
sioned his employment in a lower grade, or in some civil 
branch of the service. 

CHAPTER LI. 

Widows and husbands shall not draw Pensions lor the same peH^. 
The act of April 30, 1844, also declared, that no pen- 
sion shall be hereafter granted to a widow for the sanre 
time that her husband received one. 

VIRGINIA PENSIONS. 

CHAPTER L. 
Halfpoij to Ofccers of the Virginia Troops and Navy. 
By the act of the 5th of July, 1832, it was enacted, that 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury are re- 
quired to liquidate and pay the accounts of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia against the United States, for pay- 
ments to the officers commanding in the Virginia line in 
the war of the Revolution, on account of half pay for life 
promised the officers aforesaid by that Commonwealth, 
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the sum of one hundred and thirty-nine thonriand five 
hnndred and forty-three dollars and sixty-six cents. 
The Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
required and directed to pay to the State of Virginia, the 
amount of the jndgments which have been rendered 
against the said State for and on account of the promise 
contained in an act passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Virginia, in the month of May anno Domini 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, and in 
favor of the oflicers or representatives of officers of the 
regiments and corps hereinafter recited, and not exceed- 
ing, in the whole, the sum of two hundred and forty-one 
thousand three hundred and forty-five dollars, to wit : 

\st. To the officers, or their legal representatives, of 
the regiment commanded hy the late Colonel George 
Gibson, the amount of the judgments which they have 
obtained, and which are now unsatislied. 

2nd. To the officers, or their legal representatives, of 
the regiment denominated the second State regiment, 
commanded at limes by Colonels Brent and Dabney, the 
amount of the judgments which they have obtained, and 
which are now unsatisfied. 

3rd. To the officers, or their legal representatives, of 
the regiments of Colonels Clark and Crockett, and Cap- 
tain Rogers's troop of cavalry, who were employed in 
the Illinois service, the amount of the judgments which 
they have obtained, and which are now unsatisfied. 

4th. To the officers, or their legal representatives, 
serving in the regiment of State artillery commanded by 
the late Colonel Marshall, and those serving in the State 
garrison regiment commanded by Colonel Muter, and 
serving in the State cavalry commanded by Major Nel- 
son, the amount of the judgments which they have ob- 
tained, and which are now unsatisfied. 
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5th. To the officersj or their legal representativeSj who 
served in the navy of Virginia during the war of the 
Kevolution, the amount of the judgments which they 
have obtained, and which are now unsatisfied. 

The Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
directed and required to adjust and settle those claims 
for half pay of the officers of the aforesaid regiments and 
corps, which have not been paid or prosecuted to judg- 
ment against the State of Virginia, and for which said 
State would be bound, on the principles of the half pay 
cases already decided in the supreme court of appeals of 
said State ; which several sums of money herein directed 
to be settled or paid, shall be paid out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated by law. 



EXECUTIVE REGULATIONS AND RULES OF 
EVIDENCE. 

Rules of Evidence relating to Invalid Pensions. 

The following rules of evidence are applicable to the 
act of the 25th of April, 1808, chapter 1, page 9. 

'' In substantiating the claim, of any soldier, of whatever grade, who 
has been wounded or disabled since the Eevolationary War, while in the 
line of his duty ia the actual service of the United States, whether be- 
longing to the regular army, the militia, or to any volunteer corps called 
into the service of the United States, the following rules and regulations 
are to be complied with. 

All evidence shall be taken on oath or affirmation, before the Judge of 
the District, or one of the Judges of the Slate or Territory (Act April 
18, 1814,) in which such claimant resides, or before some person specially 
authorized by commission from said judge, Decisive disability, the effect 
of a known wound or injury received while in the actual service and 
line of duty, must be proved by the affidavit of the commanding officer 
of the regiment, corps, company, ship, vessel, or craft, in which such 
claimant served, or of two other credible witnesses to the same effect, 
setting forth the time when, and place where, such known wound or 
injury was received, and particularly describing the same. TJie nature 
of such disability, and in what degree it prevents the claimant from ob- 
taining his subsistence, must be proved by the affidavit of some reputable 
ijihysician or surgeon, stating his opinion, either from his owti knoyifledge 
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and acquaintance with ihe claimant, oc from an examination of such 
claimant, on oalli or affirmation, whicij, when necessary for that purpgse, 
shall be administered to said claimant by said judge or commissioner ; 
and the said physician or surgeon, in his affidavit, shall particularly de- 
scribe the wouod or injury ftom whence the disability appears to be de- 
rived. Every claimant must prove, by at least one credible witness, that 
he continued m service during the whole time for which he was detached, 
or for which he engaged, unless he was discharged, or left the service in 
consequence of some derangement of the army, or in consequence of his 
disability resigned his coraraission, or was, after his disability, in captivity 
or on parole; and, in the same maouer, must prove his mode of life and 
employment since he left the service and the place or places where he 
has since resided, and his place of residence at the time of taking such 
testimony. Every claimant shall, by his affidavit, give satisfectory rea- 
sons why he did not make application for a pension before, and that he 
is not on the pension list of any State; and the judge or commissioner 
shall certify, in writing, his opinion of the credibility of the witnesses 
whose affidavits he shall take, in all those cases where, by this act, it ia 
said the proof shall be made by a credible witness or witnesses ; and, also, 
that the examining physician or surgeon is reputable in his profession. 
The said judge of the district, or person by bim commissioned as afore- 
said, shall transmit a list of such claims, accompanied by the evidence, 
affidavitSj certificates, and proceedings had thereon, in pursuance of this 
act, noting particularly the day on which the testimony was closed before 
him, to the Secretary for the Department of War, &c. And it shall he 
the duty of the judge or commissioner aforesaid to permit each claimant 
to take a transcript of the evidence and proceedings had respecting his 
claim, il he shall desire it, and to certify the same to be correct An in- 
crease of pension may be allowed to persons already placed upon the 
pension-list of the United Slates, for disabilities caused by known wounds 
received during the revolutionary war, in all cases where justice shall 
require the same : Provided, That the increase, when added to the pen- 
sion formerly received, shall in no case exceed a full pension. Every 
invalid making application for this purpose, shall be examined by two 
reputable physicians or surgeons, to be authorized by comraissioa from 
the judge of the district where such invalid resides, who shall report in 
wilting, on oath or affirmation, their opiaion of the nature of the appli- 
cant's disability, and in what degree it prevents him from obtaining a. 
subsistence by manual labor ; which report shall be transmitted by said 
phjsibnnsor surgeons to the Secretary for the Department of War." 



Evidence when the Discharge or Surgeon's Certificate has been 
lost or destroyed. 

The following evidence will be required in all militia 
cases, and cases of the regular army of every grade where 
the discharge and surgeon's certificate have been lost or 



d by Google 



ileslroyed, or where none has been giveiij to enable the 
Secretary of War to grant pensionSj viz: 

"Incases where the regular discharge and surgeoo's certificate for 
disability cannot be had, the applicant for a pension, whether he has beeit 
a soldier of the regular army, or a militiaman in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, must produce the sworn certificate of his captain, or other offi- 
cer, under whom he served, stating distinctly the time and place of his 
having been wounded, or otherwise disabled, and that the same wounds 
Of disabilities arose while in the service of the United States, and in the 
line of his duty ; with the affidavit of one or more surgeons, or physi- 
cians, whether of the army or citizens, accurately describing the wound, 
and stating the degree of disability to which the soldier may be entitled 
under it. These documents to be sworn to before a judge of the United 
States Court, or some judge or justice of the peace; and if a State judge, 
or justice of the peace, then under the seal of the clerk of the county in 
which such judge or justice may reside; and the aameof the paymaster 
who last paid the soldier, as belonging to the service of the United States, 
lo he in every instance furnished by the applicant, in order to a due exam- 
ination of the muster-rolls." 

An applicant for a pension is not entitled thereto, un- 
less he has been mustered in the United States' service, 
and joined his regiment or corps. — (Letter of Secretary 
Calhoun to Hon. John Holmes, Alfred, Maine) Oct. 
A, 1821.) 

Proof of identity is required in cases where the pension 
has not been claimed for one year or more. The proof 
will consist of the certificate of a magistrate in the county 
in which the pensioner resides, setting forth, either that 
he knows the applicant to be the identical pensioner 
named in the original pension certificate, which he must 
exhibit to the magistrate, or that it has been satisfactorily 
proven before him that he is such pensioner ; the signa- 
ture of the magistrate to be certified under the seal of the 
court of the county. — (Letter of Secretary Calhoun to 
James L. Edwards, the Commissioner of Pensions, 
June, 1S24.) 

Where the rolls do not show the disability of an ap- 
plicant, the pension will not be granted without explana- 
tion. — ( Letter of Secretary Calhouw to Hon. Petee 
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XjITtle, Chairman of the CommilUe on Pensions, Janu- 
ary 10, 1825.) 

The rule of April 11, 1831, which directs, that no' ap- 
plication for an increase of pension, except at the bien- 
nial examination, is rescinded. All applications for in- 
crease will, however, be made as heretofore, through the 
Pension Agents, in order that the agents may certify as 
to the character of the surgeons; except in cases only 
where the surgeons are known at the department, or 
where the examinations are made by surgeons of the 
Kvmy.— {Secretary Cass, JTow. 17, 1831.) 

On January 30, 1832, Secretary Cass revived the 
rule which declares, that the evidence is perfect when no 
objection whatever exists to the admission of a claim. 
The effect of this was to cause a pension to commence at 
the date of the last certificate which authenticates the 
papers. 

Rules of Evidence under the Act of June 7, 1832, which makes 
■provision for all who served six months during the Revolution. 
(5*6 cha]). V, page 12.) 

The following regulations were, in June 27, 1832^ 
adopted by the Secretary of War for carrying into effect 
the act of June 7, 1832, supplementary to the act for the 
relief of the surviving officers and soldiers of the Revo- 
lutioD. 

This law has been construed to extend as well to the liae aa to every 
branuh of the staff of the army, and to include, under the terms "conti- 
nental line," " State troops," " militia," and " volunteers," al! persons eo- 
iisled, dranghted, or who volunteered, and who were bound tomilita-y 
service , but not those who were occasionElly employed with the army 
npon civil contracts, such as clerks to commissaries and to storekeepers. 
&c., teamsters, boatmen, &c. 
Four general classes of cases are embraced in this law— 

1. The regular troops. 

2. The State troops, militia, and volunteers, 

3. Persons employed in the n^val service. 

4. Indian spies. 
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i. As rolls ol'the regular troops in the Revolutionary war exist in tliis 
department, all persona claiming the benefit of this Jaw, as officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, or privates, will, in the first instance, 
make application by transmitting the following declaration, which will be 
made before a court of record of the country where such applicant resides. 
And every court of record having', by law, a seal and clerk, is considered 
a court of record. {See Fo^ms.) 

Every applicant will produce the best proof in his power. This is the 
original discharge or commission j butif neither of these can be obtained, 
the parly will so stale under oath ; and will then procure, if possible, the 
lestimony of at least one credible witness; stating, in detail, his personal 
knowledge of the services of the applicant, and such circumstances con- 
nected therewith as may have a tendency to tbrow light upon the trans- 
action. 

If such surviving witness cannot be found, the applicant will so state 
in his declaration ; (/)aod he will also, whether he produce such evidence 
or not, proceed to relate all the material facts which can be useful in the 
investigation of his claim, and in the comparison of his narrative with the 
events of the period of his alleged service, as they are known at the 
department. A very full account of the services of each person will be 
iod'spensable to a favorable action upon bis case. The facts stated will 
afford one of tl e principal meaas of corroborating the declaration of the 
■ippl cant f r e, or of delecting the imposition, if one be attempted; 
nd unless 1 erefore, these are amply and clearly set forth, no fevorable 
dec s cin be expected. All applicants will appear before some court 
of ecord the county in whicli they reside, and there subscribe and be 
s vorn o e oi the declarations above provided, according to tlie nature 
of his case. 

The court will propound the following interrogatories (m) to all appli- 
cants for a pension, on account of service in the militia, Slate troops, or 
volunteers, except the militia of New Hampshire and the State troops of 
Virginia : 

1. Where, and in what year, were you born ! 

2. Have you any record of your age? And, if so, where is it? 

3. Wiicre were you living when called into service ; where have you 
lived since the revolutionary war; and where do you now live! 

4. How were you called into service ; were you draughted, did you 
volunteer, or were you a substitute; and, if a substitute, for whom? 

5. State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the 
troops where you served ; such continental and militia regiments as 
you can recollect ; and the general circumstances of your service t 

6. To a soldier. — Did you ever receive a discharge from the service; 
and if so, by whom was it given ; and what has become of it ? 

To an officer. — Did you ever receive a commission ; and, if so, by 
whom was it signed; and what has become of it? 

7. Stale the names of persons to whom you are known in your present 
neighborhood, and who can testify as to your character for veracity, and 
their belief of your services as a soldier of the Revolution. 

The court will see that the answers to these questions are embodied in 
the declaration, and they are requested to annex their opinions of the 
truth of the statement of the applicant. 
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The applicant will further produce in court, if ihesaraeeanbe done, iffi 
the opinion of the court, without too much expense and ioconvenience to 
him, two respectable persons, (one ol whom should be the nearest clergy- 
man, if one lives m the immediate vicinity of such appHcant,) who can 
testify, from their acquaintance with him, that ihey believe he is of the 
age lie represents, and (hat he is reputed and believed in the neighborhood 
to have been a revolutionary soldier, and that they concur in that opinion, 
if one of these persons is a clergyman, the court will so certify; and they 
will also certify to the character and standing of other persons giving such 
certificates. 

The traditionary evidence of service is deemed very important (t) in 
the absence of any direct proof, except the declaration of the party ; and 
the courts are requested to be very particular in the inquiry whether the 
belief is general, and whether any doubts have ever existed upon the sub- 
ject. To require from the applicants positive proof service from a con- 
temporary survivor, would, alter the lapse of so many years, be tode^ 
privemany of them of the benefit of the law; and, as no presumption is 
raised against the militia by the existence of rolls in the department, there 
is no good reason why this requisition should be extended to them. On 
the other hand, to receive the declaration of the parties as a suiiicient 
ground for placing them upon the pension roll, without corroborating 
circumstances, would be to open the treasury to great frauds. Ajuat 
medium seems to present the best rule for carrying into effect the objects 
of Congress. 

If the two persons whose certificates are required cannot be produced 
in court withoiU too much inconvenience and expense to the applicant, 
then the statement of the facts and opinions above mentioned will be made 
under oath, before some judge or justice of ihe peace; and the certificate 
of the court to the situation and credibility of the persons makingthe 
statement will be given. 

Applicants unable to appear in court by reason of bodily infirmi(y,may 
make the declaration before required, and submit lo the examination be- 
fore a judge or justice of a court of record of the proper county, and the 
judge or justtce will execute the duties which the court is herein requested 
to perform, and wiUaiso certify that the applicant cannot, from bodily in- 
firmity, attend the court. 

Whenever any official act is required to be done by a judge or justice of a 
court of record, or by a justice of the peace, the certificate of the Secretary of 
Stale or Territory, or of the proper clerk of the court or county, under 
his seal of office, will be annexed, stating that such person is a judge oc 
justice of a court of record,or a justice of the peace, and that the signature 
annexed is his genuine signature, 

3. Persons serving in the marine forces, 

i. Indian spies. 

Each of these two latter classes of cases will produce proof, as nearly 
as may be coBformably to the preceding regulations, and authenticated ia 
asimSlar manner, with such variations as the different nature of the ser- 
vice rnay requirft No payments can ho made on account of the services 
of any person who may have died before the taking effect of the act of 
June 7 1832 ; and, in case of death subsequent thereto, and before the 



d by Google 



43 

detilaiatioii hereiti required is made, the parlies interested will transmit 
such evidence aslheycan procure, taken and autlieaticated before a couit 
of record, showing the services of the deceased, the period of his death, 
the opiniou of the neighborhood respecting sucli services, the title of the 
claimant, ank the opinion of the court upon the whole matter." 
Dj* For notes see Declaration, page 55. 



By the resolution of Congress of the I4th July, 1832, 
the time of imprisonment as a prisoner of war shall be 
taken and computed as a part of the period of service, 
in the execution of the act of June 7, 1832. 

A Commission not mdispensahh in all cases to entitle an Officer (o 
a pension. 

Service in a military office, even though the commis- 
sion may not be issued, or may not date back to the com- 
mencement of the service, entitles the person to a 
pension for such service, {Letter of Secretary Cass to 
J. L. Edwards, January 15, 1833. 

Regulations respeiling (he Pni/ment of Arrears to the Children of 
deceased pensioners. 

On November 9, 1S33, Stoietaiy Cass ruled that "in a case where 
the residence of all the children of a deceased pensioner cannot be ascer- 
tained, those who are known to be living must prove their relationship 
tothe deceased before a court of record; they must show that the pensioner 
left no widow ; that the children, who are in parts unknown have not 
been heard of for at least one full year, and that exertions have been 
made, without success, to ascertain their residence. Their names must be 
given. The court must give a certificate containing the facts, and the 
clerk of the court must sign the same, and annex thereto tiis seal of of- 
fice. In such a case, the amount due will be paid to those who are 
known to be living ; and all that is due must be paid at one time. 

In a ease where tbere is no widow, and the children who survive re- 
aide at a considerable distance from each other, and it is difficult or im- 
Eractable to obtain information or powers of attorney from those who 
ve remote from the pension agency, the amount due to each child may 
be paid, upon proper vouchers when demanded, without requiring all 
the children to make application at the same time. 
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Evidence of a Commission necessary in ctriuin cases. 

War Department, feij'uary 21si, i833. 
Claims are frequently presented under the act of January 7, 1832, of 
persons who allege that they acted as officers wilbout receiving commis- 
Bions. Such applications should be received with caution, and examined 
with special reference to the peculiar circumstances of each case. A 
commission is not in every case indispensably necessary to invest a person 
with rank or command, or to entitle him to the emoluments of the office 
which he fills ; hut some act or inslcument of writing tantamount to a 
comraissioQ, or promise of a commission, is deemed essential. It must 
in all cases be clearly shown that the person who claims as an officer, and 
never held a comraission as such, was prevented from receiving one in 
consequence of peculiar circumstances over which he had no control. 
The mere assevecation of a person as to his having performed the duty 
incumbent on an officer of a certain grade, does not entitle him to the 
pension due to ac officer of that grade, 

LEWIS CASS. 



November 29, 1833, it was ruled by Secretary CasSj 
that members of Congress may certify to the character 
of a surgeon, to be received in a case where the pensioner 
cannot conveniently obtain the certificate of the agent for 
paying pensions. 

On June 17, 1834, Secretary Cass decided, that "the 
rule of December 23, 1817, which requires the testimo- 
ny of a commissioned officer to show the origin and na- 
ture of the corporal disability of an applicant for a pen- 
sion, may be dispensed with in a case where it is clearly 
shown that such evidence cannot be obtained, and where 
other satisfactory proof of disability can be obtained. In 
such a case, the following rules of evidence will be ad- 
hered to : 

1. The applicant roust make a declaration setting forth all the material 
facts ill the case, and the surgeons must testify as the rule of December 
23, 1817, directs. 

2. He must prove, by persons of known respectability, that the officers 
mentioned by the claimant in bis deposition are dead, or removed to 
such a distance as to render it impracticable to obtain their affidavits. 
The person or persons who may give such evidence must slate particu- 
larly all tlie knowledge they may possess in relation to the death or re- 
moval of such officers. 

S. In such a case as that mentioned in rule No. 2, the applicant must 
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produce the lestimuny of at least two creditable wilnesaes, whose good 
character must be vouched for by someone known to this department. Ths 
witnesses roust ^ive a minute narrative of all the &cts in relation to the 
matter, and it most be shown conclusively, by their testimony, that the 
disability of the claimant is to be ascribed solely to injury sustained while 
the claimant was in the discharge of military duty in the service of the 
United States. The witnesses must show how they acquired a knowl- 
edge of the facts set forth, and state ia what capacity or grade they 
served. 

The aiRdavils must be authenticated in the same manner prescribed 
by the rule of December 23, 18 IT. 

A person discharged as a Minor not deprived ofkisrigkt to a^en- 
don. 

February 10, 1836. 
If a person enlists in the service, and, while there, is disabled, and en- 
tilled under existing laws to a pension, and subsequently discharged be- 
fore the expiration of his term, as a minor, I think he does not lose his 
claim to a pension. LEWIS CASS. 

Declarations may be made hy a relative of a Claimant in case of in- 
sanity. 

On consultation with the Attorney General he is of opinion, that 
in all cases of insanity or of mental infirmity destroying the faculties, 
the statement of the nearest relatives of a person claiming a pension may 
be received under oath, recapitulating his own account of his sermces as 
given prior to such incapacity ; and that, if such statement would have 
been sufficient to warrant the pension, if made by the party himself, it 
shall be deemed sufficient in those cases. 

Let this be the rule. LEWIS CASS. 

Rales of evidence in fVidows and Orphans' claims. 
In order to carry into effect the Act of the 4th of July, 
1836, granting half pay to widows and orphans in cer- 
tain cases, (see chapter ixj) the following rules have 
been prescribed. 

1. Applicants under the first section of the act mast produce the best 
proof the nature of the case will allow as to the service of the deceased 
officer or soldier ; the time when he died, and the complaint of which he 
died, and the supposed cause of his disease. It must be clearJy shown in 
what company, and regiment or corps, he served, and the grade he held. 
Such proof must be had, either from the records cf the War Department, 
the muster-rolls, the testimony of commissioned officers, or the affidavits 
of persons of known respectability, From similar sources evidence must 
be derived as to the period and cause of the death of the officer or soldier. 
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2. Tlie legality of the marriage, thenainu of lire widow, with those of 
her children who may have beea tinder sixteen years of age at the lime 
of the father's decease, with the State or Territory aud county in which 
she and ihey reside, should be established. The legality of the marriage 
may be ascertained by the certificate of the clergyman who joined them 
in wedlock, or the testimony of respectable persons having knowledge of 
the fact. The age and number of children may be ascertained by the de- 
position of the mother, accompanied by the testimony of respectable per- 
sons having knowledge of them, or by transcripts from the pariah registers, 
duly authenticated. The widow, at the time of allowing the half pay^ or 
placing her on the list for it, must show that she has not again married, 
and must, moreover, repeat this at the time of receiving each and every 
payment thereof; because, in case of her marrying again, the half pay lo 
her ceases, and the half pay for the remainder of the time shall go to the 
child or children of the decedent. This may be done by the affidavits of 
respectable persons having knowledge of the case. 

3. In cases where there are children and no widow, their guardian will 
of course act for them, establish their claims as prescribed in the forego- 
ing resolutions, and receive their stipends for them. 

4. Applicants under the second section of the law will make a declara- 
tion before a court of record, setting forth, according to the best of her or 
their knowledge or belief, the names and rank of the field and company 
ofiicers, the day {if possible) and the month and year when the claimant's 
husband or father (as the case may be) entered the service, and the time 
when he left the same; and if under more than one engagement, the 
claimant must specify the particular periods, and the rank and names of 
the officers under whom the service was performed ; the town or county 
arkd State in which the claimant's husband or father resided when he en- 
tered the service — whether he was draughted, was a volunteer or substi- 
tute; the battles, if any, in which he was engaged ; the country through 
which he marched, with such further particulars as may be useful m the 
investigation of ihe claim; and, also, if the fact be so, that the claimant 
has no documentary evidence in support of the claim, 

5. The same description of proof as to (he relationship of the claimant 
to the deceased officer or soldier will be required as the rule under the 
first section points out. 

6. Claimanls tinder ihe third section of the law must not on ly produce 
such proof as the foregoing regulations direct in relation to widows' claims, 
but they must, in all cases, as an indispensable requisite, show when they 
were legally married to the deceased officer or soldier on account of whose 
services the claim ia presented, and that the marriage took place before 
the last term of service of the husband expired. They must also prove 
that they were never afterwards married. 

7. In a case wherethe service of the deceased officer or soldier is clearly 
proved by record or documentary evidence, or the affidavit of a commis- 
sioned officer, showing the grade and length of service of the deceased, 
the particulars in relation to the service are not required to be set forth in 
the claimant's declaration, except so far as to show that the claimant or 
claimants is or are the widow or children of the deceased, 

8. "The claimant must, in every case where there is no record or docu- 
fuentary proof of the revolutionary service of the deceased officer or sol-- 
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Jier, produce the lesiimoiiy of at least one credible wimcss. T rati ilio nary 
ovidence will be deemed useful in every such case. 

9. Applicants unable to appear iu court, by reasoa of bodily infirmity, 
may make the declaration before required before a judge or justice of a 
court of record of the county iii which the applicant resides; and the 
judge or juslice will certify (hat the applicant cannot, from bodily infirm- 
ity, attend the court. 

10. Whenever any official act is required to be done by a judge or jus- 
tice of a court of record, or by a justice of the peace, the certificate of the 
Secretary of State or of the Territory, or of the proper clerk of the court 
or couDty, under his seal of ofiice, will be annexed, stating that such a 
person is a judge or justice of a court of record, or a justice of the peace, 
and thai the signature annexed is his genuine signature. 

11. The widows of those who served in the navy, or as Icdiao spies, 
will produce proof, as nearly as may be, conformably to the preceding 
regulations, and authenticated in a similar manner, with such variations 
as the different nature of the service may require, 

12. The form prescribed for claimants under tlie third section of the 
act will be observed byevery other description of claimants, so far as the 
same may be applicable to their cases. The judge or justice who may ad- 
minister an oath must, in every instance, certify to the credibility of (he 
afBant. 

13. In every case in which the deceased officer or soldier was a oen- 
Eioner, the fact should be so stated ; and the deceased pensioner so de- 
scribed as to enable the department to refer immediately to the evidence 
upon which he was pensioned, and thus facilitate the investigation of the 
claim ol his widow or children. 

JAMES L. EDWARDS, 

Commissioner of Pensions. 



Pension of a Husband not lo be deducted in certain cases. 
On the 24th of July, 1837, J. L. Edwards, the 
Commissioner of Pensions, made the following inquiry in 
reference to the case of Catherine Oakley. 

Can the pension paidto William Oakley, duringthe time he washus- 
band to Catharine Oakley, be deducted from the amount due to her, 
under the act of July 4, 1836, on account of the revolutionary services oi 
William Douglass, to whom she was married during said service 1 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. EDWARDS. 
Hon, Joel R. Poinsett, 

' Seareiary of War. 

Reply. — The pension paid; to Oakley during the period he xvas 
husband of Catharine, widow of Douglass, ought not to be deducted frora 
the pension due her on account of the services of her former husband. 
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RuUs of Evidence under the Act of ItkJulij, I83S, granting half 
pay and pensions to certain widows, if married prior to January 
Ut, 1794. (See chap, xi.) 

1. Applicants must produce the best proof the nature of the case will 
allow as to the service of (he deceased officer or soldier, and the time, 
when he died. It must be clearly shown in what troop or company,and 
regiment or corps, he served, and the grade he held. Proof as to service 
must be had, either from tbe records of the War Department, the muster- 
rolls, the testimony of commissioned officers, or the affidavits of persona 
of known respectability. Every applicant wiU make a declaration ac- 
cording to the subjoined iorm, before a court {a) of record, setting forth, 
according to the best of her knowledge or belief, [he name and rank of 
the person on account of whose service tlie claim is presented; the day, 
Kionl'li, and year, (if possible,) when he entered the service, and the time 
when ho left the same; and, if under more than one engagement, the 
claimant must specify the particular periods, and tbe rank and name of 
the officers under whom the service was performed ; the town or county, 
and Stale, in which he resided when he entered the service ; whether he 
was draughted, was a volnnteer, or a substitute ; the battles, if any, in 
which he was engaged ; the country through which he marched, with 
such further particularsas may be useful in the investigation of the claim ; 
and also, if the fact be so, that the claimant has no documentary evidence 
in support of the claim. From the best sources of information evidence 
must be derived as to the period of the death (i) of the officer or soldier, 

3. The legality of the marriage, and the time when it took place, 
must be clearly established ; and it must also be shown that the widow 
was never afterwards married. Record proof, as to the marriage, is al- 
ways required, whenever it can be obtained. In a case where the 
town, county, parish, church, or family records afford no proof as to the 
period when the marriage took place, the feet must be established by the tes- 
timony of one or morerespectable persons, whose credibility must be certi- 
fied by the officer who may administer the oath. And, in order to prevent 
anv mistake or improper use that may be made of tbe affidavit of an officer 
wlio may have the custody of records, from which he may make transcripts 
of the record in relation to a marriage, the officer who may give his affi- 
davit will, instead of copying the figures contained in the record, certify 
" that it is a true copy of the record, with the exception of the date, which 
is expressed on the record in fair legible figures, as follows :" [Here 
copy tho day, month, and year, in letters and figures, in exact conformity 
with the original. Then let him add the following words;] 

" I, A B, abovenamed, depose and say, that I hold the office of 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 



(6) Itmuat, ina.!! ca 
testimony an this point n 
ambiguity. 
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io ihe county, town, and State aforesaid, and that the -jhove is a true es- 
ij-acl from the records of said , whti the exception above 

named, as certified by me. 

A B, Clerk ef the 
(or rector, or pastor, as ihe case may be) 
Sworn before me, C D, Jwstice of the Peace.' 

And then will follow the ceilificate of the proper officer, under his 
seal of office, as to the official character and sig-nature of the magistrate 
wto may administer the. oath. Where no record proof exists, other than 
the family record, the original record must be produced and sworn to by 
the person in whose possession it has been kept, (c.) 

3. In a ease where the service of the deceased officer or soldier is 
clearly proved by record or documentary evidence, or the affidavit of a 
commissioned officer, showing ibe grade and length of service of the 
ileceased, the particulars in relation to the service are not required to be 
set forth in the claimant's declaration ; but she must swear, in positive 
lernis, that slie is the widow of the person wliose service is thus proved. 
And no claim whatever can be sustained without positive proof of ser- 

4. In every case in which the deceased officer or soldier was a pen- 
sioner, thefact showldbeso stated, and the deceased pensioner so describ- 
ed as to enable the Department to refer immediately to the evidence upon 
which, be was pensioned, and thus &ciiitale the investigation of the claim 
of the n^dow. 

5. Applicants unable to appear va court, by reason of bodily infirmity, 
may make the declaration before reipiired before a judge or justice (d) of 
a court of record in the county in which the applicant resides, and the 
judge or justice will certify thatthe applicant cannot, from bodily infirmity, 
attend the court, 

6. "Whenever any ofiicial act is required to be done by a judge or jus- 
tice of a court of record, or by a justice of the peace, the certificate of 
the Secretary of State or of the Territory, or of the proper officer or 
clerk of the court or county, under his seal of office, will be annexed, 
stating that such a person is ajudge, or a justice of a court of record, or 
a justice of the peace, and that the signature annexed is his genuine sig- 
nature. 

7. The widows of those who served in the navy, or as Indian spies 
will produce proof, as nearly as may be, conformably to the preceding 
regulations, and authenticated in a similar manner, ivith such variations- 
as the different nature of the service may require. 

J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pensions. 

(c) Tha family record must be sont to the Pension Office, if there be no other 
recoi'rj, nccampanlud by the oath of tlia person in whosa possession it has heen kept. 
'I'he person who m^y swoar to tlio gonuincneas of the rGCord should give tbenama 
of the person in whose handwriting the record wan made. 

(d) Adeclaiation before b Justice of lliepeBoe cannot be admitted as evidence. 
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CeTtificate of United Slates judge as to the character of a surgeow.- 
War Department, December 4, 1833. 
The rule of November 17, 183), is hereby so amended as to allow the 
certificate of a judge of auy of the United Slates courts, as to the char- 
acter of a surgeon or physician, to be received in a case where the pen- 
sioner cannot conveDienily obtain the certificate of the agent for paying 

3. E. POINSETT, 

Secretary/ of War, 



In Marchj 1839, Secretary Woodburt decided, that 
children of soldierSj or of their widows, may draw what 
was due to their parents when they died, although the 
proof might not have been perfected at their death. 

On January 5, 1840, Secretary Poinsett decided, 
that the children of the widow, after her death, and not 
an executor, are entitled to the amount due her. 

In August 31, 1840, Secretary Poinsett deeided,. 
that the failure of a soldier to return to duty after cap- 
tivity, is to be viewed as desertion, and is not entitled to 
a pension. 

On November 17, 1843, Secretary Spencer decided, 
that second marriage is no bar to a claim under the act 
of July 7, 1838, if the claimant be a widow at the time 
of her application. 

By a decision of Secretary Sfenceh, February 6, 1843,- 
tbe benefit of the joint resolution of August 16,1842, 
was ruled to extend to those widows only who were 
then living. 

On November 14, 1843, Secretary Porter decided; 
that Burgeons, under th« act of 7th of June, 1832, should 
be entitled to the highest rate of pension, according to- 
the length of service. 



d by Google 



Secretary Porter also made the following decisions, 



1. Desevtion forfeits all rigliC to a pension, (June 27, 1843.) 

2. A widow may receive a pension for the service of two husbands, 
but is not entitled to two pensions for the same term. (Dec. 13, 1 843} 

3. Under the act of 1 5 May, 1828, surgeons are cntitted to only In- 
fantry Captain's pay. 

In May, 1844, Secretary Wilkiics made the follow- 
ing decisions relative to the act of 30th April, 1844. 

1. If the husband was a pensioner, and died at any time between the 
4lh March, 1 836, and the 4th of March, 1841, the widow i» entitled to 
that portion of the five years' pension which accrued between the day of 
his death, wken his pension ceased, and the 4th of March, 1841. 

2. If the husband died at ajiy time between the 4th of March, 1841, 
and the 3d of March, 1843, the widow is entitled to the benefit of the law 
of March 3, 1843, which allows one year's pension to all those widows 
who were entitled to the benefits of the acts of July 7, 1838, and August 
23d, 1842? 

3. The act of April, 1844, operates on all claims filed in the office 
prior to the passage of the act, as well as to all subsequent cases. 

The following decisions were also made by Secretary 
WiLKiNS, viz : 

1. The rank of an officer is dependent on his commission, and half 
pay is dependent on his rank. {June 15, 1844.) 

2. The act of June 17, 1844, is a continuation of the act of ]\ferch 3, 
1843. (Awe 20, 1844.) 

3. A pensioner is not excluded from half pay under the act of July 5, 
1832. {July 6, 1844.) 

4. The pensions due to a widow can, in no case, go to the executor or 
administrator, if there be a child or children. {July 18, 1844.) 



Rules respecting the amputation of a Pensioner's limb. 

Wah Demrtment, August 28, 1845. 
The practice of the department to commence the increase of an inva- 
lid pension on tho day when proof is made of an increase of disabiSity, 
is very proper, and is in conformity with the principles laid down in the 
invalid pension laws ; and the reason of the law is, that it is presumed 
inall cases that theckimant will perfect his proof as soon as his disability 
is 80 increased as to render it proper to ask for an augmentation of his 
stipend. But in a case where it is very obvious that the pensioner has 
snifered an amputation of a limb from a wound received in battle, and 
has, by reason of his helpless condition, arising from the loss of his limb, 
delayed his application, it is only just, and entirely consistent with the 
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humane policy of the laws and a liberal construction of the same, that iitr 
should receive the pension, at the increased rate, from the time when the 
amputation took place. Let this be the rule, therefore, in future, in 
every case vrhere a pensioner has, after beiog pensioned, sufiered the loss 
of a limb on. account of a wound while in the lino of his duly as a sol» 
dier, receive the benefit of his increased pension from the time when the 
amputation was made. 

W. L. MARCY. 



MEXICAN WAR 

Pension Office, Av,gusl 21, 1848. 

The following regulations were adopted on the above 
date, by the Secretary of War, for carrying into effect the 
provisions of tlie act of the 21st of July 1848, allowing 
half pay to widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of 
the regular army, in certain cases, arising in the war with 
Mexico. 

1. All applicants are required to show, either by the official certifi- 
cate or testimony of a commissioned officer, oi the muster or pay-rolls, 
or some record evidence from the Adjutant General's Office, that the de-. 
ceased officer or soldier, on account of whose service the pension is 
claimed, died of wounds received, or from disease contracted while in tha 
line of hia duty, and that he served either in Mexico, or at some post or 
station on the borders of Mexico. If he did not die in the service, ii 
must be shown that he died while on his return to his usual place of 
residence in the United Slates, after having received a discharge upon a 
surgeon's cetificate of disability incurred from wounds received or disease 
contracted while in the line of duty, or while o a his march tojoiatho 
army in Mexico, or at some post or station on (he borders of Mexico. 

2. The legality of the marriage, the name of the widow, with those 
of her children, who may have been under sixteen years of age at the 
time of the father's decease, with the State or Territory, and county in 
which she and they reside, should be established. The legality of the 
marriage may be ascertained by the certificate of the clergyman who 
joined ihem in wedlock, or the testimony of respectable persons having 
knowledge of the fact. The age and number of the children may be 

of tl ■ ...... 



1 by the deposition of the mother, accompanied by tl 
mony of respectablelpersons having knowledge of them, or by transcripts 
from the parish register, duly authenticated. The widow, at the time 
of allowing the half pay, or placing her on the list for it, must show that 
she has not again married ; and must, moreover, repeat this at the time 
of receiving each and every payment thereof; because, in case of her 
marrying again, the half pay to her ceases, and the half pay for ihe re- 
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wminder of the time shall go to the child or children of the deceased 
widow. This may be done by the affidavits of respectable persons hav-- 
iag knowledge of the case. 

3. In cases where there are children, and no widow, their guardian 
will of course act for them, and establish their claims, as prescribed in 
the foregoing legulatlons, and receive th eir stipends for them. 

4. The credibility of tho witness must in every case bo certified by the 
inagisfcate who may administer the oath; and the official character and 
signature of the magistrate must be cenified by the proper officer, under 
his seal of office. 

5. In every case the applicant, if a widow, must make a declaration 
according to the form annexed. If there be no widow, and the claim is 
made on behalf of orphan children, there must be a guardian appointed 
to act for them, and he must make a declaration, varying the form to suit 
the case. 

J. L. EDWARDS. 

r of Pensions. 



^ The rules of evidence under the law of the 29th of 
July, 1848, under which widows of Revolutionary sol- 
diers may draw pensions, if married before January 1, 
1800, are precisely the same as the rules under the act 
of 7th of July, 1838, which grants pensions in cases 
where the marriage took place prior to 1794. 



Rules of Evidence relative to half pay due to Virginia Revolutionary 
oncers. 
War Department, Pension Office, Jvms 2, 1835. 
Whereas the 4lh section of the act of the 3d of March last, entitled 
■■ An act to continue the office of the Commissioner of Pensions," directs 
that the duties heretofore required of and performed by the Secretary ofthe 
Treasury id relation to Virginia claims for revolutionary services, and defi- 
ciency of commutation be transferred lo the Department of Warfromand 
after the present month ; and the Secretary of War having, by directions 
from the President of the United Slates, assigned those duties to the 
Commissioner of Pensions, notice is hereby given to all concerned, that 
coram unicati on s in relation to the claims arising imdet the act of the 5th 
July, 1832, entitled "An act tn provide for liquidating and paying certain 
claims of the State of Virginia," will in future be addressed to said 
Commissioner. The following regulations, whicft were adopted by the 
Treasury Department on the 28th July, 1832, to govern the accounting 
officers of the Treasury, will be adhered to in the settlement of the 
claims that may be presented at this department under the 3d section of 
Jheact of July 5, 1832: 
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i. The settlement to be coofioed lo those cases of which a list has 
been furnished by the Auditor of the State of Virginia, as containing the 
names of those officers reported hy the board oi officers in 1782 and 
1784, (including part of Colonel Crockett's regiment,) whose claims for 
half pay have not heen satisfied, nor prosecuted in court; and of those 
■cases in which judgments have been obtained against, hut not paid by the 
State of Virginia. 

2. That sufficient evidence be required as to the identity of the officer 
on the part of whom or of whose representatives the claim is presented, 
and that he is still living j or, if dead, of the period of his decease. 

3. If the officer is dead, that sufficient proof be required of the exist- 
ence of heirs and of legal representatives really and lawfully entitled to 
receive the amount duei 

4. Where there are no executors, but administrators, and there are 
heirs living, that the assent of those heirs be had to the payment of the 
money to the administrator, or attorney at law, or in feet, who may pre- 
sent himself at llie department, or that satisfactory reasons be assigned 
why such assent be not produced, 

5. The administrators in all cases be required to satisfy the accounting 
officers whether there be or be not heirs living ; and, if there be any living, 
to state their names and residence ; and if there be no heirs, to state the 
the disposition to be made of the amount of the claim. 

Executors or Administrators are the legal representatives in claims 
on account oj service in the Virginia State line. 

War Depahtment, March 5. 1836. 
SiK : In consequence of the opinion given bp the Attorney General 
in his communication to this department of yesterday, that the executors 
or administrators [as the case may be] are the legal representatives con- 
templated by the act of Congress of the 5th July, 1832, of all deceased 
officers included in the act, the rule which requires that the assent of the 
heirs be had to the payment of the money to the administrator or attorney 
at law, or in fact, is hereby rescinded. 

I am, respectfully. LEWIS CASS. 

TotheCoMMissioNER OF Pensions. 

Decision of Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia binding on 
Department oJ War, underact of 5th July, 1832. 

War Office, August 16, 1838, 
The case of Dr. John Applewhaite, deceased, having been decided 
by the superior court of Henrico in favor of the claimant, on the princi- 
ples of the half-pay cases already decided in the supreme court of ap- 
peals of the Slate of Virginia, the decision is, in my opinion, binding 
upon the department, and there is a legal obligation un'der the 5th clause 
of the last section of the act of the 5th July, 1832, to pay the money 
due the heirs of the deceased Dr. Applewhaite. 

J. R. POINSETT. 
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FORMS. 

Declaration. 
In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress^ 
of June 7, 1832j making provision for all who served 
six months in the Army, Militia, or Navy during the 
Revolution. (See chap, v., page 12 ) 

State, (Territory, or District) of , > ^ 

Coimt'y of ^ 

On this day of , personally appeared (a) in open coucty 

before the court of , now sittiag , A B, a resident (b) of 

in the county of , and State, Territory, or District of 

aged (e) years, who, bein^ first duly sworo according to law, dotii, 

on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtaiu the benefit 
of the act of Congress, passed June 7, 1832: 

Tliat he entered the service of the United States under the following 
named ofBcers, and served as herein stated : 

[Here set forth the names and rank of the field and company officers ; 
the day {if possible,) and the month and year {d) when the claimaat en- 
tered the service, and the time when he left the same; and if under more 
than one engagement, he must specify the particular periods, and the rank 
and names of his officers ; the town, tiie coniity, or State in which he re 
sided; when he entered the service; whefher lie was draughted, was a 
volunteer, or a substitute ; the battles, it any, in which he was engaged ; 
the country tlirotigh which he matched ; the contineolal regiments or 
companies with which he served ; and the names of some of the regular 
officers whom he knew ; together with such further particulars (e) as 

(o) The deeUrant muBt appear in open court, miless pievenlod from doing' so 
bj reaeon of tiodil; infirmity ; in wbicb c^sd, the declarant will follow the rule 
laid down for bis guidance. 

(i) The declarant muet malio hia declaration in the coiinEy where he resides. 
IF he should fail lo ^o so, he must assign a Euflicient reusan for not conforming to 
ihe rule. 

Ic) Tbe age of the claimant must invariahlj be mentioned. 

(a) The declarant must mention the period or periods of the war when he 

(e) Every continental officer or soldior moat give (he name of the Colonel under 
mhom he served j otherivise, a satisfactory examination of the claim cannot be had. 
Every claimant must slate, with precision, tho length of his service, and the diffii- 
rent grades in which be served, in language so definite as to enable thedopartment 
to determine to what amount of pension he is entitled. In a case wllera the appli- 
cant cannot, by reason of the lorn of momory, state precisely Iiow long he Eervod, 
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may bs useful in the iDvesiIgation of his ckiin ; and also, if the facts be 
so, ihat he has no documentary evidence ; and that he knows of no per- 
son, whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his service.] 

He hereby relinquishes every claim (J) whatever to a pension, or an 
annuity, except the present, and he declares that his name is not on the 
pension roll of any agency in any Slate, or if any only on that of the agen- 
cy in (he State of 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid, 

A. A. 

lAnd then will follow the cerlificale the of court.] 

And the said court do herpby declare their opinion, (^g) that the above- 
named applicant vas a revolutionary soldier, and served as he states. 

I, , of the court of , do hereby certify (A) that the fore- 

going contains the original proceedings of said court in the matter of the 
applicatiou of for a pension. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office 
(i) this day of , &c. 

he should amend his declaration, by malting an affiilovit in thn following words ; 
"Fersonally appeared bofore mo, the undorEignod, n justice of the peace, &.0,, A U, 
who, being duly sworn, depoaeth and saith that, by raason of old ago, and Iho eon- 
sequent loss of memory, he cannot swear posltiTcly na to the precise length of his 
service, but, accordingto the best of his recollection, he served not less than tbe 
periods mentioned below, and in the following grades : For joar, months, 

and days, I served as a . For months and days, I served 

as a , and for such aorvice I claim a pension," 

It 19 important, in all eases, to dsleimine with precision, the period for which 
eaeh applicant served, and the particular rank he held, as the law directs the peii- 
sion to bopaid accordingto the grade of the pensionei' and the length of hlsservico. 
The use of the phrase •' about three or four months," is too indefinite, and all such 
qualifying eapressiona are ohjeotionahle. Soma persons who apply for pensions 
merely state that they served two years in the militia, &c,, without speeifjing the 
touis, tlie names of the officeiB, and other particulars respectiog their sorrioo. 
This form of a declaration is highly objectionable. It must, in every case, be 
clearly shown under what oflicers the applicant served, the duration of each term 
of engagement, the particular place or places where the service was performed, 
that the applicant served with an embodied corps called into service by competent 
outliorlty, that he was either in the field or in gan'iaon, and, for the time during 
which the service was performed, he was not employed in any civil pursuit." 
(/} The law makes tho relinquishment indispensable. 
(§■) The opinion oftlio couii is always required. 
(h > The cterk must give hia ccrtilicate in every case, 

( i ) The clerk must afSx hia seal ; and if it has no device or inscription by 
which it can be distinguished from any other seal, or if he has no public seal of 
office, the certificate of a member of Congress, proving the olBcial character and 
signature of the certifying otficor, should accompany the papers. 
Made of authentieating papers. 
In every instanco where the certificate of the certifying ofiieer who authenticates 
the papers is not written on the saino sheet of paper which contains tho affidavit, 
or other papers authenticated, the certificate must bo attached thereto by a piece of 
tape, or narrow riband, the ends of which must pass under the seal of office of the 
oertifymg officer, so as to prevent any paper from being improperly attached to tho 
certificate. 
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If; nn examination of the proper record, the names ofapplicants making' 
such declaration cannot be (oiind, they will receive detailed instructions 
respecting the nature and form of the testimony they must produce, to 
secure their being placed on the pension-roll. Vide note (j). As the 
presumption will, in such case, be against the applicants, in consequence 
of the omission of their names la the muster-roils, they will be required 
to furnish, as near as may be, the same evidence as has heretofore been re- 
quired by the regulations and practice adopted for carrying into effect the 
act of Congress of March 18, 1818, and the acts supplementary thereto, 
with such relaxatioDS as have been, from time to time, sanctioned by the 
department, oa account of the rapid decrease of the survivors of the revo- 
lutionary army, and the consequent difficulty of procuring direct positive 
testimony in every case. 

Whenever an officer, or non-eommissioned officer, is now in the re- 
ceipt of a pension, he should make application, if entilled to the benefits 
of this act, by letter merely, selling iorth his rank, and the regiment, 
corps, or vessel, in which he served, and his present place of residence. 
His pension certificate must accompany his letter. 

In those cases where the applicants have once been on the pension- 
roll, under the act o! March 13, 1818, and have been dropped therefrom 
on account of property, or from any other reason; or where the applica- 
tion has been made under the act of May 15, 1828, and the evidence of 
service is in the departments; or, having made application and proof of 
service, and having been rejected, instead of tne above declaraton thay 
will make a statement, setting forth, under oath, their having been pre- 
viously on the pension-roU, and their having been struck from the same, 
showing their rank, the regiment, corps, or vessel, in which they served, 
their present place of residence when the first application was made, or 
of their application under the act of 15th of May, 1828, 

In a case where a claimant may make personal application at this de- 
partment, and canproducesalisfactoryproof of service, and of his identity 
also at the seat of government, he may make his declaration before a Jus- 
lice of the peace, 

2. The case of the State troops, volunteers, and militia, is different. 
There are, ia the department, no rolls of the State troops, except those of 
Virginia; and no rolls of ihe militia, except those ol New Hampshire. 

Pyaof of service. 

{j ) In a Ciise where the imnie of the applicant 19 not found on Ifie reoorde of 
the department, he must prova his service by two credible witnessee, who ore re- 
quired to Bet furlli in their affidavits the time of the claimanl's enteriDg tha BB'vico, 
und (he time and manner of bis Jeaving the same, as welt as tha rs^iiuent, com- 
pany, and line to which he l>elnnged. Tlie nmgistrgte who may administi^i' the 
oaths mnat certify to the oredibiiity of the wilnessPB; and the official charaoter 
nnd signature of the magistrala must be certified by the proper officer, under liia 
seal of otfice. 

(CTTlie notes from (a) to (t) are ail equally applicable to the cases of militiamen, 
volunteers, and Slate troops. The proof required by rule, in note (_/,) applies to 
continentol troops only, oi' in militia cnses in which musEer-roIla oiist. 

{k) This trnditionaiy ovideiico ia indispensable in militia Cises. 

}l) If a witness cannot be found, the declarant most slate HiO fact. 

(w) The answers to the interFof;atories must all be wiitlon, and sent to tlie War 
Department with the daclaration. 
H 
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Applicanis who served in the Slate troops of Virginia, and applicania 
*vho served in the militia of New Hampshire, will he required to produce 
the same proof as is prescrihed for those who served upon the continen- 
tal estahlishment. But with respect to the other Stale troops and militia, 
there is no record to advert lo, and no presumption to be rebyttcd. The 
nature of the case, therefore, demands a different rule of proccedinjj. 



Every applicant who claims a pension under the act of 
June T, 1832, by virtue of service in the State troops, 
volunteers, or militiaj except as is above provided, will 
make and subscribetO' a declaration in the following form: 

State, (TERRrxoBY, or Distisict) oi^ > 

County of \ 

On ibis day of , personally appeared (o.) in operi 

court, before the court of , now sitting, A B, a resident (A) 

of in the eounty of , and State, Territory, or 

District of aged (e) years, who, being first duly 

sworn according to law, doth, on his oath make the following declara- 
tion, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress, passed June 
7, ]832: 

That he entered the aervico of the United States under the following 
named oificers, and served as herein stated : 

[Here sot forth the names and rank of the field and company officers; 
the day, {if possible,) and the month and year {d) when the claimant en- 
tered the service, and the time when he left the same ; and if under more 
than one engagement, he mnstspecify the particular periods, and the rank 
and names of his officers; the town, the county, or State in which he le- 
sided w ben he entered the service; whether he vras draughted, was a 
volunteer, or a substitute; the battles, if any, in which he was engaged; 
the country througb which he marched; the continental regiments or 
companies with which he served ; and the names of some of the regular 
ofiicers whom he knew; togetherwithsuch further particu!ars{e)as may 
be useful in the investigation of his claim ; and also, if the facts be so, 
that he has no documentary evidence; and that he knows of no person, 
whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to bis seavice.J 

He hereby relinquishes (/) every claim whatever to a pension or an- 
nuity, except the present; and declares that his naroe is not on the pen- 
sion-roll of the agency of any State, or, if any, only on that of the agency 
of the Stale of 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

G. a 

[And then will be annexed the following certificate :) 
We, A B, a clergyman, residing in the ,and C D, resi- 

ding in (the same,) hereby certify, that we arc well acquainted with 

FornotsB <o) (i) (c) (rf) (e) (/) see p.-lgoa 55 and 5G. 
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, who has subscribed and sworn to the above declara- 
tion ; that we believe him to be years of age ; that he is re- 
puted and believed, in the neighborhood where he resides, to have been 
a soldier of the revolution; and that we concur in that opinion. 

Sworn and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

[And then wiil follow the certificate of the court,] 

And the said court do hereby declare their opiBion.(^) after the investi- 
gation of the matter, and after putting the interrogatories prescribed by 
the War Department, that the aborenataed applicant was arevolutionary 
soldier, and served as he states. And the court further certifies, thai it 
appears to them that A B, who has signed the preceding; certificate, is a 
xilergyraan, resident in the , and that G D, is a credible person; 

■and t&at their statement is entitled to credit, 

I, , clerk (A) of llie court of , do hereby 

certify that the foregoing contains the origina! proceedings of the said 
court in the matter of the application of for a pension. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal (j) of office, 
this day of, &c. 

The form of tho proceedings, and of the certificates, will be so varied 
as to meet tho case, when the declaration is made out of court, before a 
judge, as heretofore provided for. 



DECLARATION 

In order to obtain the benefit of the third section of 
the act of Congress of the 4th July, 1836, by which 
widows of Revolutionary officers and soldiers are grant- 
ed pensions, provided the marriage took place before 
the expiration of the last period of service. (Chapter 
IX, p. 15.) 

State (Territory, or District) of ) 

0«.ly./ ,]•• = 

On this day of , personally appeared before me 

of the , A B, a resident of , in the county 

of , and State, (Territory, or District) of , -aged 

years, who, being first duly sworn according to law, doth, oq her oath, 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the pro- 
vision made by the act of Congress passed July 4, 1835.1 That she is the 
widow of , who was a [here insert the rank her husband held 

in the army, navy, ormilitia, (as the case may be,) and specify the service 
performed, as directed in rule jlo, 4 of the regulations.] She furlher de- 
■clares that she was married to the said on the 

For notes (g) (A) (i) tM .page 56. 
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(lay of , in the year seventeen hundred and ; that hef 

husband, fhe aforesaid jdledon the day of , and that 

she has remaiatd a widow ever since that period, as will more fully ap- 
pear by reference to the proof hereto aiinesed. 

Sworn to and subscribed, on the day and year above written, before 



War Department, Pension Office, March 15, 1837 
In a case where the claimant has married after the decease of the 
husband, for whose services she may claim the pension, it cannot, under 
the explanatory act of March 3, 1837, be withheld on account of her 
last marriage, provided she was a widow on the 4th July, 1836. The 
latter part of the 6th rule of the regulations of the 9th Juljr, J836, is 
not, of course, applicable lo such a case. The facia in relation to the 
marriage of the last husband, and his death, should be fully set forth in 
the claimant's declaration. 

The following is the form of the declaration in such a case : 
DECLARATION 
I?i order to ohlain the benefiU of the third section of the Act of llh July, 
1836, and of the first section of the Act of 3ii March, 1^37. 
State, (Territokj'.or District) of ) ^ . 

County of ^ 

Oil this day of , personally appeared before the 

of the , A B, a resident of , in the county of 

, and State, [Territory, or District] of , aged 

years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on 
her oath, make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of 
the provision made by the act of Congress passed July 4, 1836, and the 
act explanatory of said act passed March 3, 1837 : That she was mar- 
ried to C D, who was [here insert the particulars respecting the service 
of the deceased husband for whose services she may claim a pension, as 
directed in rule No, 4 of the foregoing regulations of July 9, 1836.] She 
further declares that she was married to the said C D on the 
day of , in the year seventeen hundred and 

that her husband, the aforesaid C D, died on the day 

of ; and that she was afterwards married to HB, who died 

on the day of ; and that she was a widow on theith of 

July, 1836, and still remains a widow, as will more fully appear by 
reference to the proof hereto annexed, 

Sworn to and subscribed, on the day and year above written, before 



Form of oath of the Officar loho has the record of marriages to he 
iisedin claims under tkc act of July 4, 1836. 
In order to prevent any mistake, or improper use that may be made 
of the affidavit of an officer who may have the custody of records, from 
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which he may make iranscripls of the record of a marriage or birth, or 
the license to celebrate a marriage, the officer who may give his affida- 
vit will, instead of copying the figmes coataioed in tlie record, write the 
dates, aad at the end of the extract from the records certify "that it is a 
true copy of tlie record, with the exception of the date, which is ex- 
pressed on the record in fair legible figures, as follows:" [Here copy 
tiie day, month, and year, in letters and figures, in exact conformity witii 
she original. Then let him add the following words :] 

" I, A B, abo¥e named, depose and say, that I hold the office of 
in the county, town, and State aforesaid, and (hat the above is a true ex- 
tract from the records of said , with the exception above named , 
as certified by me, 

A B, Clerk of ike 

Sworn before me, C D, Justice of the Peace." 

[Then will follow the certificate of the proper officer, under his seal of 
office, showing that C D is a justice of the peace, commissioner of deeds, 
aolary public, or otherofficerduly authorized by law to administer oatiis.] 

|l5=The oath to be taken before a duly qualified magistrate, whose official 
character and signature must be certified by the proper officer, under his 
seal of office. The county clerk.Secretary of State, or some other offi- 
cer, must certify, under his seal of office, that the officer who administered 
the oath is a justice of the peace, judge, mayor, alderman, or notary pub- 
lic, {as the ease may be,) and that tiie signature purporting lo be his is 
genuine. 

In every case where the clerk of the court or other certifying officer 
has no public seal of office, the certificate of a member of Congress, 
proving the otScial character and signature of the certifying officer, 
should be sent with the papers. 



Mode of authendcaiifig papers. 

la every instance where the certificate of the certifying officer who 
authenticates the papers is not written on the same sheet which contains 
the affidavit, or other paper authenticated, the certificate must be attached 
thereto by a piece of tape, or small riband, the ends of which must pass 
under the sea! of office of the certifying officer, so aa to prevent any paper 
from being improperly attached lo the certificate. 

No affidavit can be admitted as evidence, if not perfectly free from 
erasure, interlineation, and every other alteration, unless the magistrate 
who may administer the oath gives a certificate showing that the altera- 
tion was made prior to the execution of the paper. 



Evidence, in cases where Pension Certificates are illegally withheld. 
State of > 

county J *f 
Be it known, that before me, a justice of the peace 

in and for the county aforesaid, personally appeared 
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and made oath, in due form of law, tliat he is the identical 

named in an original pension certificate now illegally with- 
held by 

(Here state the facts respecting' the detention of the pension certificate.] 
that he is entitled to a pension of* dollars per month on account 

of wounds and disabilities received, or of services rendered to the United 
States during the war ; that he served In Captain 's 

company of , in the regiment; that he 

now resides in , and has resided there for the space of 

years past; and thai, previous thereto, he resided in 
Sworn and subscribed this day of , ,18 

J. P. 

Note. — The above deposition must be signed by the deponent. 



State of ? 

county, \ 

Conformably to the regulations of the War Department of the 27th of 
October, 1832, I, a magistrate in the county above named, 

do hereby certify that I have the most satisfactory evidence, viz :t 
that , who thisdayappearedbeforemeto take the oath 

of identity, is tlie identical pensioner he declares himself to be in the an- 
nexed affidavit; and I am also satisfied that the statement made by him 
in relation to the pension certificate is true. 

Given under my hand at , the day and year above written' 

J P. 

I, , clerk of the court of county, certify 

that is a magistrate as above, and that the foregoing 

certificate, purporting to be his, is genuine. 

In testimony whoreof, I have hereunto affixed my seal of office, and 
subscribed my name, this day of , in the year 



Clerk of the court of county. 



Application for an increase of pension. 

It is hereby certified that formerly a of 

Captain 'a company in the regiment of , who 

"This blank must bo fillod wltli the amount lo whioh the ponaionor la now imti- 
lled, which, in soniG cases, varies from that in the original cortificato. 

inrTha oath may be aclminiatered by any oflioet [iroporly qualified to lake allida- 

tHere state what the cvidcnco is ; whcithor personal knowledge, or the afliduriLa 
of (ospeolable potsuna — giving their names. 

O'Thc oath may be made before any officer duly authorized to administer oaths. 
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it appears by the accompanying {a) , was placed on the pension- 

roll at the rate of dollars per month, on account, aa he states, of having 
received a (4) while in the 

line of his duty, and in the said service, on or about the dly 

of , in llie year , at a place called , in (he 

Slate (or Territory) of , is not only still disabled in consequence 

of the said injury, but, in my opinion is entitled to more than 

he abeady receives as a pensioner, being disabled to a degree amounting 
to (c) of a toiat disability. 



Application for a transfer. 

Cmtiiiy of , ss. 

On this day of , 18 , before me, the subscriber, a 

justice of the peace for the said county of , personally ap- 

If Iho applicant waa penaionsd on aeconnt of 
lale war, he Ehould be examined by two surgeon 
judge of one of the Unilod SlatoB. 

inrThe magistrate who mny administer the oathe to the surgeons must cortifsf 
that they are reputable in their protcssion ; and Iho offieial character and signature 
of the magistrate must be certified by the proper officer under his seal of ofEoe. 

Mode of atit henticaling papera. — In ovary instance where the certificate of the 
certifying ofiicar who authenticates the papers ja nol written on the same sheet of 
paper which contains the affidavit, or other peper authenlieatod, the csrtilicate 
must be attached thoieto by a piece of tape, or small riband ; the ends of whicli 
must pass under the seal of office of the certifying ofSeer, so as to prevent any 
paper from being improperly altaehad to the eertificato. 

(6) Here give a particular description of the wound, injury, or disease, and 
specify in what manner it has affected the applicant, so as to produce disability in 
the degree stated ; and show its origin and progress. 

(c) N. B,— The blank in the last line is to be filled up with the proportional 
" degi'Ho" of disability ; for eiamplo : " t hreo. fourth s," •' one-half," " one-third," 
^c, or "totally," aa the case may be. 

UTTha raagiatrato who may administer the oaths to the surgeons must certify 
that they are reputable in their profession ; and the ofScial character and si{;nature 
of the magistrate must be certified by the proper oificer, under his seal of office. 

If the claimant is within thirty milea of an army surgeon, he must obtain his 
lestimnnj, 

tCTNo claim to an inoreaso of pension will be examined, unless the proof be 
first presented to the pension agent where payment is made. He will forward the 
surgeons' affidavit, pension certificate, &c., to the War Department, with a state- 
ment by him that he knows the surgeons to be reputable in their profession, or be- 
lieves, on the information of others, that they are so. 

If (he applicant was pensioned on acoonat of a wound receivcc] previous to the 
late war, he should be eiaminod by two .surgeons, under a ctanmission issued by a 
judge of one of the United States courts, ia order to obtajn an increase of hia pen- 
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pearod . wlio, on liis oath, declares that he is the 

same person who formerly belonged to the company commanded by 
Captain , in the regiment commanded by Colonel , 

in the service of the United States ; that his name was placed on the pen- 
sion roll of the State of , from whence he has lately removed ; 
that he now resides in ihe State (District or Territory) of 
where he intends to remain, and wishes his pension to be there payable 
in future. The foUowingare his reasons for removing from 
to 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, the day and year aforesaid. 

Jl3'The oath to be taken before a duly qualified magistrate, whose offi- 
cial charaater and signature must be certified by theproper officer, under his 
seal of office. The county clerk, Secretary of State, or some other officer, 
must certify under his seal of office, that the officer who administered the 
oath is a justice of the peace, judge, mayor, alderman, or notary ptiblic, 
(as the case may be,) and that the signature purporting to be his is gen- 

The oath must be supported by the testimony of some respectable per- 
EOn, as to the pensioner's identity, He must swear that the person who 
has taken the above oath is the person described in the affidavit. The 
magistrate must certify that the witness is a person of veracity, and the 
affidavit must also be authenticated in the manner above directed. 

In every case where the clerk of the coutt, or other certifying officer, 
has no public seal of office, the certificate of a member of Congress, 
proving the ofHcial character and sigoaturo of the certilying officer, 
should be sent with the papers. 

Mode of (vutkealicTting papers, — In every instance where the certifi- 
cate of the certifying; officer who authenticates the papers is not written 
on the same sheet which contains the affidavit, or other paper authentica- 
ted, the certificate must be attached thereto by a piece of tape, or sjnall 
riband, the ends of which must pass uader the seal of office of the certi- 
fying officer, so as to prevent any paper from being improperly attached 
to the certificate. 



Appkadon for a new ctrtificate. 
County of , ss. 

On this day of ,18 , before me, the sub- 

scriber, a justice of the peace for ihe said county of , person- 

ally appeared , who, on his oath, declares that he is the 

same person who formerly belonged to the company commanded by Cap- 
tain , in the regiment commanded by Colonel , in 
the service of the United States; that his name was placed on the pension 
loll of the State of , that he received a eerlificate of that fact 
under the signature and seal of the Secretary of War, which certificale, 
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Sworn and subscribed lo before me, the dny and year aforesaid. 
Notes.— The iast hm blanks are left for the applicaDl to set forth the 
time, place, and manner of (lie loss or destruction of the original certifi- 

The oath to bo taken before a duly qualified magistrate, whose official 
character and signature must be properly authenticated. 

If the pensioner has never received a formal certificate, but has drawn 
his pension on a mere aotificatioa, (as was the case, in a few inslancea, 
many years ago,) he should leave outthe above words in italics, and in- 
sert, in lieu thereof, " but has never received a formal certificate, and now 
wishes to obtain one." 

The pensioner's oath must be supported by another person as to iden- 
tity. The person must swear (hat he well knows him to be the same 
person described in the above affidavit. The magistrate must certify that 
the deponent is a person of veracity. This oath must also be authentica-; 
ted by the certificate of the proper officer, under his seal of office, setting 
forth that the officer before whom the affidavit may bo made is a justice 
of the peace, judge, or notary public, (as the case may he.) When a per- 
son acting as an agent or attorney for a pensioner loses the certificate, the 
affidavit of that person is also required, which must be authenticated m 

In every case where the clerk of the court or other certifying officer 
has no public sea! of office, the certificate of a member of Congress, prov- 
ing the official character and si^ature of the certifying officer, should 
be sent with the papers. 

Mode of aitthenlicaiing pofers. — In every instance where the certifi- 
cate of the certifying officer who authenticates the papers is not written 
on the same sheet which contains the affidavit or other paper authentica- 
ted, the certificate must be attached thereto by a piece of tape or narrow 
riband, the ends of which must pass tinder the seal of office of the certi- 
fying officer, so as to prevent any paper from being improperly attached 
to the certificate. 

No attention will be given to applications from persons who act as 
agents, unless they are known at the War Department, or are vouched 
for aa respectable persons by some one who is known to the department. 

DECL.\RATION. 

In order lo obtain the hewfit of the act of Congress of the "iih July 
I 838, entitled ''An act granting half pay and ]>e^tsions to certain 
widows." 
State, [Tehritoby, or District] of > 

On this day of , personally appearcd^before the 

of the A B, a resident of , in the county of 

, aged years, who, being first duly sworn 

according to law, doih, on her oath, make the following declaration, in 

order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress, 
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paBseiJ Jtiiy 7, 1838, entitled " An act granting hatf pay and pensions K? 
certain widows;" that she is the widow of , who was a {here- 

mark the rank the husband held ie the army, navy, or militia, as the eaa» 
may be, and specify the service performed, as directed in rote, namberetS 
one, of these regalations.} 

She further declares that she was marEied to the said oa the' 

day of , in the year sevesteea hundred arad ;, 

that her husband, the aforesaid , died on the day of" 

; that she was not married to him prior to bis leaving the ser- 
vice, but the marriage took place previous to the firs! of January, seven- 
teen hundred and ninely-foiir. via : at the time above slated. 

Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above wriiten, before 



KEGULATIONS OBSERVED IN PAYING NAV¥ 
PENSIONS. 

The agents for paying na?y pensions are directed to 
observe the following rules ; 

1st. The identity of the pensioner must be proved by 
the exhibition of his eertificate, and by his oath and sig- 
nature, beftH-e a justice of the peace, or other ofBcer duly 
qualified to administer oaths, in accordance with the sub- 
joined form,- marked A . 

2d. If application be made by, or on behalf of a widows- 
proof of her identity, that she is still living, and has not 
intermarried, must be furnished according te the forntj 
herewith, marked B. 

3d. Payments to a guardian will be made on-, evidence 
that the child or children are living, and that they are 
sot over sixteen years of ag&; and acertificate-from the 
proper authority that he is, at the time, acting in^ that ca- 
pacity^ agreeably to the annexed form, marked C 

4th. All pensions unclaimed for two years and upwards,. 
will, previous to payment, be referred by the agent, with 
all the documents, to the Fourth Auditor of the Trea- 
sury for investigation, and, if found correct by the ac- 
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counting officerSj they will be returned to the agent fer 
payment. 

5th, No payments of pensions will be made for a less 
period than six monlhsj either by the agents or the Fourth 
Auditorj except in the first payments becoming due to 
pensioners, or where they shall die, or the pension es- 
j)ireSj previous to .the time for the regular semi-annual 
payments, 

i. L. EDWARDS, 

Commissioner of Pensions. 



State os i ,_, 

«,..<,. \ '"■ 

Be it kdown, Ikat before me, a • in and for the county 

aforesaid, personally appeared («) a (S) pcnsionei:, 

-and made oath in due form of law that he is the identical 
iaamodinati original certificate of pension, bearing dale at the Navy De- 
|)artment, en tho day of , and signed by (c) 

Secretary of the Nary.; which certificate he exhibited to me, and by which 
it appears that he is entitled to a pension of dollars per month. 

(d) 

Sworn and subscribed this day of 

before me 

Justiae ef tfie Peace. 

The above deposition must be signed by the deponent, and bear date 
mol more than thirty days auterior to the time of the semi-annual pay- 
<metit. 



B 
State ov > set. 

CQunly, \ 
Be it known, that before me, a a in and for the county 

Netea la farm A. 
<*) Justioejof tho peace, 'orotlier offieer as llin casa may be. 
(o) Name of Iha pensioner. 
(6) Na.'vy ar jirirnlecr, as tha case may bo. 
C-t) Name of llie Secrotary who issued the cartiQoale, 
{d) Signature of the daponant. 

Note* to form C 
(i) Juatioe Dftk? peace, oc other officer, as the case laijfe. 
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aforesaid, personally appeared (b) widow ol tc) 

and madeoalh in due form of law, lliat she is the identical (b) 

named in an original ceitificale of pension, bearing date at the Navy De- 
partment, on the day of , and signed by (i) 
Secretary of the Navy ; which cfirtificate she exhibited to me, and by 
which it appears tbat she is entitled to a pension of dollars per 
month, and that she has not intermarried, but continues the widow of the 
above mentioned (f) 

(«) 

Sworn and subscribed this day of 18 , before me. 

Justice of the Peace. 

This ailidavit must be signed by the deponent, and bear date not more 
than thirty days anterior to the time of the semi annual payment, 



State OF J 

cmtnty. ) 
Be it know, that before mo, a (a) in and for the county 

aforesaid, personally appeared (6) guardian of (c) 

orphaa child of id) and made oath in due form of law, that he 

is the guardian naraea in the accompanying certificate of guardianship ; 
that his said wavds are the children of {d) referred to ia an 

original certificate of pension, bearing date at the Navy Department, on 
the day of , and signed by (e) Secretary of 

the Navy; by which it appears (/) entitled to a pension of 

dollars per month, and that the said child {g) still living, 

and not over sixteen years of age. 

(A) 
Sworn and subscribed this day of 18 , before me. 

Justice of the Peace. 

(b) Name of ttiB widow. 

(c) Name of the deceased husband. 

(d) NiiiiB of tile Soeretary who iasued Iho certificate. 

(e) Signature of the widow. 

Notes to form C. 

(a) Justice of the peace, or other oifioer, as tho caae may bti. 
(h) Nameof tho guardian. 

(c) Name of the chUd or children. 

(d) Name of the dcoeaeed father. 

(e) Name of the Secretary who signed the cerlificato. 
;/) He, she, or they, ia or are, aa Ihe case may be. 
Is) Is or are, an the case may be. 

(b) Signature of the guardinn. 
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RULES TO BE OBSERVED IN DRAWING 
MONEY FROM PENSION AGENTS. 

The following instiiictions and forms, ofTicially issued on 
January ], 1847, supersede all former instructions on the 
same subject. Care has been taken to bring together 
the detached forms and instructions, which have been 
prescribed at different times, as occasion required, arrang- 
ed in their proper order, to conform to existing laws. 

From these instructions, applicants or their attorneys, 
will see the forms in which the claims arising under the 
■various laws, are to be presented. 

Pensioners under the War Department. 

The following order will be observed in the several 
■documents composing the voucher viz : 

1st. When application is made for the payment of a 
pension, the first thing that seems necessary is, that the 
identity of the person, in whose behalf the pension is 
claimed, should be established. This mustbe done agree- 
ably to the subjoined form, marked A ; and for widows 
pensioned by the War Department, agreeably to form, 
marked E. 

2d. Undertheprovisionsof the acts of 6th April, 1838, 
and 23d August, 1842, where a pension has remained 
unclaimed by any pensioner, for the term of fourteen 
months after the same became due and payable, it can- 
, not be paid by the pension agent, but application there- 
for must be made to the treasury of the United States 
through the Third Auditor, if the pension certificate is- 
sued from the War Department, and through the Fourth 
Auditor, if it issued from the Navy Department. The 
usual vouchers will sufiice, with the exception that addi- 
tional proof of She identity of the pensioner will be re- 
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quiredj according to form marked B. Each pension 
agent, immediately on the expiration of fourteen monthsj 
subseqaent to each semi-annual payment, will certify to 
the office of the Second Comptroller a correct list, con- 
taining the name, rank, rate of pension, amount due, and 
time of last payment of each pensioner remaining unpaid 
on the roll of his agency, whose pension has been due 
and payable for the term of fourteen months prior to the 
date of such certificate. When, however, a new pen- 
sioner is placed on the roll, or an old pension is renewed, 
the fourteen months commences, running from the semi- 
annual payment next after the date of his or her pen- 
sion certificate, and not from the commencement or re- 
newal of the pension. 

3d. When an attorney shall make application for a 
pension, be the rank of the pensioner what it may^ he 
must deposite with you a power of attorney in his favor, 
duly acknowledged, and dated on, or subsequent to the 
day on which the pension claimed became due, and within 
ninety days of the time of his applying for payment, and 
and also his own affidavit that said power was not given 
him by reason of any sale, transfer, or mortgage of said 
pension ; and the execution of the power must be in the 
presence of as least one witness, other than the magis- 
trate before whom it is acknowledged. These papers 
must be made out in strict conformity to the subjoined 
form, marked C. 

4th. In all cases of payments upon a power of attor- 
ney, the justice of the peace or magistrate before whom 
the power is executed, must have lodged with the agent 
the certificate of the clerk of some court of record, under 
seal of the court, that he is legally authorized to act as 
such ; and also a paper bearing his proper signature, cer- 
dfied to be such, by the clerk of Gome court of record. 
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5th. It is advisable, and is so recommended, that pensioo 
agents procure and place in a book the signatures and 
seals of the clerks of the different courts within their 
agency, who may be authorized to certify as to powerSy 
the better to detect, by comparison of ihe signatures and 
seals. Impositions that may be attempted. 

6th. Under the provisions of the acts of 2d Marchj 1829^ 
and 29th June, 1840, in case of the death of any pension- 
er, the arrears of pension due to him at the time of his 
death must be paid — 

I. " To the widow of the deceased pensioner, or to her 
attorney," proving herself to be such before a court of re- 
cord. 

II. If there be no widow, then to the executor or ad- 
ministrator on the estate of such pensioner, for the sole 
and exclusive benefit of the children, to be by him dis- 
tributed among them in equal shares; and the law of 
1840 declares, that the arrears of pension ''shall not be 
considered a part of the assets of said estate, nor liable to 
be applied to the payment of the debts of said estate in 
any case whatever." 

in. In case of the death of any pensioner who is a 
widow leaving children, the amount of pension due at 
the time of her death must be paid to the executor or ad- 
ministrator for the benefit of her children, as directed m 
the foregoing paragraph. 

IV. In case of the death of any pensioner, whether 
male or female, leaving children, the amount of pension 
may be paid to any one or each of them, as they may 
prefer, without the intervention of an administrator. If 
one of the children is selected to receive the amount due, 
he, or she, must produce a power of attorney from the 
others for that purpose, duly authenticated. The oath 
of identity for the widow, or child, of a deceased pen- 
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sioner must be according to form, marked F ; and when 
Ihey appoint an attorney, the power of attorney must be 
according to form marked G. 

V. If there be no widow, child, or children, then the 
amount due such pensioner at the time of his death, must 
be paid to the legal representatives of the decedent. 

VI. When an executor or administrator shall apply 
for the pension due to a deceased person, he must de- 
posite with you a cetificate of the clerk of the court^ judge, 
of probate, register of wills, ordinary or surrogate, (as 
the case maybe,) stating that he is duly authorized to 
act in that capacity on the estate of the deceased pensioner, 
and, if a male, that it has been proved to his satisfaction 
that there is no widow of the said pensioner living. 

7th. In all cases of payments being made of moneys 
due a deceased pensioner, the original pension certificate 
must be surrendered, as evidence of the identity of the 
person to whom the pension claimed was due, or other 
substantial evidence of such identity must be produced in 
case such certificate cannot be obtained for surrendry and 
that due search and inquiryhave been made for for said 
certificate and that it cannot be found. The date of said 
pensioner's death must be proved before a court of record. 

8th. A certificate of the facts proved must be obtained 
from the clerk of the court. It is not necessary for the 
clerk to give the evidence in detail, but only to state the 
facts that have been proved, and certify under his seal of 
office, that the testimony adduced was satisfactory to the 
court, according to form marked H ; and in case a pen- 
certificate is illegally witheld from a pensioner, he for she 
as the case may be) must produce evidence of identity 
and the facts, agreeably to form marked I. 

9th. When a pensioner is placed under guardianship, 
the guardian applying for a pension must, in addition to 
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ihe evidence of the pensioner's identity, deposit with you 
a certificate of the proper authorityj that he iSj at the time, 
acting in that capacity, and also satisfactory evidence 
that his ward was living at the date the pension claimed 
became due. The identity of the pensioner in such cases 
must be established under the form herewith, marked D. 
1 0th. For all payments made by you, duplicate receipts 
must be taken, (agreeably to subjoined form, marked K,) 
one of each you will forward with your quarterly accounts, 
to the Third Auditor of (he Treasury for pensions under 
the War Department, and to the Fourth Auditor for 
pensions under the Navy Department; and in a/? cases 
where a pensioner or attorney makes a mark from ina- 
bility lo write his name, there must be a witness thereto, 
otherwise such receipt, or voucher^ will not be admitted 
at the Treasury. 

NoTB. — Bj Ihe Beoond section of "An net making appropriationB for the pay. 
ineut of the revolutionary nnd other pODaionora of the United States," approved 
February 23(1, 1840, pension agents aie aulliorizad lo adininiater all oaths requited 
tobB adininislered to pensionor», attorneys of pensioners, or others, in the course 
of the preparation of papers for the payment of pensions tinder an; of the laire of Con- 
gress; and to charge und receire (be samo compensation therefor .-is the laws of 
tijo Stale in which the agent is located allow to magistrates fw similar services. 



State or '1 

county, 5 
Be it known, thnt before me, a 

ia and for the couDty aforesaid, duly authorized by law 
to administer oaths, personally appeared 
a^d made oath in due form of law, thai he is the identical person named 

JVpfe, — The above deposition mnst bo signed by the deponent. 

Where the pension has been increased, since the certificate has boon given, thn 
magistrate will note that fact. 

In the case of a reoolutionary pensioner, (ho part of the shove form which ro- 
quu'es the pensioner to depose that " he has not been employed, or paid, &c.," is 
not required. Tho law of April 30, 1S44, forbids the payment of an invalid ^n- 
sion to any person while in elthef of the military services, " unless the disability, 
for which tho pension was granted, be Buch oe to have occasioned his employment 
in a lower grade." 
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in an original certificate in his possession, of which f I certify) the follow- 
ing is a true copy : 

(^Here insert a copy of his certificate of pension.) 
that be now resides in , and has resided there 

for the apace of years past ; aod that previous thereto he re- 

dded in ; and that he has not beers, 

employed, or paid, in the army, navy, or marine service of to United 
States from tho day of t& 

Sworn and subscribed this 



county of .. j 

18 
I , a magistrate in the county above 

named, do hereby certify that I have the most satisfactory evidence,* viz ; 
that , who has this day appeared before me 

to lalse the oath of identity, is the identical person named in the pension 
certificate, which he has exhibited before me, numbered , and 

bearing date at the War Office, the day of , 

18 ; and signed by , Secretary of War. 

Given under my hand, at on the day and year 

above written. 

J. F. 



!■ 



State of 

county, _ 
I ' clerk of the 

court, of the county and Stale aforesaid, do hereby certify that 

is a justice of the peace, in and for said county, duly 

commissioned and qualified; that his commission was dated on the 

day of J 18 , and wiO 

expire on the day of , 18 ,. 

and that his signature above written is genuine. 

[l. S.J Given under my hand and the seal of said county, this 
day of , IS ■ 

CierL 

^Hei'e state what the ovidcnse is; whether perEonal kiiowlodgc, or tlis affidavit!: 
of respectable pBrBona, giving their names. 

Note. — Where the pensioner is pflreonally known^to the agent, and be niil oeitify 
to his identity, tlio almvo form (B.) may be dispensed with. 
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Know all men by these presents, that I ' of 

(a) pensioner of tlie United States, do hereby coaslitule 

and appoint niy true and lawful attorneyj for me, and 

in my name, to receive from the agent of the United States for paying 
pensions in , Slate of , my pension from 

the day of 18 , to the day of 

Witness my hand and seal, this 



day of 

3a led and delivered i 

in presence of 5 



,18 



[L.e,] 



■State of ,) 

eoiiniy, J 
Be it known, that onthe of , 18 , before 

the subscriber, a in and for said county, duly au- 

thorized hy law to administer oaths, personally appeared 

, above named, and acknowledged the foregoing power of attorney 
to be his act and deed. In testimony whereuf, I have hereunto set my 
3iand the day and year last above mentioned. 

State of , ) 

Be it known, that on l^he day of ,18 .be- 

fore me, a in and for said county, duly authorized by 

kw to administer oaths, personally appeared , the 

attorney named in ttie foregoing power of attorney, and made oath that 
he has ao interest whatever in the money he is authorized to receive, by 
virtue of the foregoing power of attorney, either by any pledge, mortgage, 
sale, assignmeet, or transfer, and that he does not know or believe that 
ihe samelias been so disposed of to any person whatever. 

Sworn and subscribed, the day and year last above mentioned. 
Before me. 



D. 

State of , > ^^ 

county, J ' 
Be it known, that before me, , a 

in and for said county, d«ly authorized by law lo administer oaths, per„ 

Note. — The above form of oafh is neeessary for tho attorneys of widows pon- 
sionod under the laws of July 4, 1836, and July 7, 1833, and subsequent laws con. 
tinning tbair provisions, it'or otticr pensions, the old form of attornej's oatli is 
sufficient ; but as tha above is valid in all cases, to pi'ovent mBtaliea, its goneral 
adoption ie advised - 

Nate. — This affidavit must ho signed by tbo attornsy. 

(a) In this blank insect t,he word invalid, or revolutionary, as tlie case may be. 

Note. — Any other officer iJuly authoriwd to administer oaths, may bB sabslitutee! 
for a justice of tho peace. 
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sooally appeared , giianlinn of , ant! made 

oath in due form of law tliat the said is still living, and 

is lliB identical person named in the original certificate in his possession, 
of which (I certify) the following is a true copy ; 

(Here insert a cofy of his ceriijicate of pension.) 

That he now resides in , and has resided there for the space 

of years past, and that previous thereto he fi 



Gvardiaii. 



Sworn and subscribed this day of 

before me. 



Form of an a^davit to be made by a widota placed on the pen- 
sion-rolls of the War Department. 

State, [or TERitiTOKY] of , > ^^ 

County of , ^ ' 

B k own, that before me, .a ,duly, 

auh dby lawio administar oaths, in and for the county aforesaid 
p n llyappeared , and made oath in due form of 

la 1 he is the identical person named in an original certificate in 
1 p ion, of which {I certify) the following is a trne copy : 

(Here insert a copy of her certificate of pension.} 

that she has not intermarried, but continues the widow of the above 
mentioned ; and that she now resides in 

, and has resided there for the space of 
years past ; and that previous thereto she resided in , 

of the truth of which statements I am fully satisfied. 

Sworn to and subscribed this day of ,183 , 

before me. 

Note. — TliB above deposition must be signed by the deponent. 



[In cases where a widow was placed on the pension-roll under the act 
of JVIarch 3d, 1843, and had surrendered her certificate on the expira- 
tion of hor pension previously to the renewal of widows' pensions by 
the act of June 17, 1844, the following form may oe substituted for the 
above. But as widows who were never placed on the pension list prior 
to the act of June 1844, whose claims have subsequently been admitted, 
will be famished with pension certificates from the War Department 
Ihfg will be required to set out a copy of their certificates in the oath of 
identity, agreeably to the foregoing form.] 
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Umted Stales of America 

county, ^ 

Be it known, that before me, a in and for 

the couDty aforesaid, duly authorized bylaw to administer oaths, per- 
sonally appeared , and madu oath 
in due form of Jaw, [hat she is the identical person who drew a pension 
under the act of the 3d of March, 1843, on account of the revoimionary 
service of her husband, the late [here give the name and rank of the 
husband] at the rate of ^ per annum ; that she now makes 
this affidavit for the purpose of drawing a pension under the act of Con- 
gress passed on the 17th of June, 1844, entitled " An act to continue the 
pensions of certain widows ;" thai she has not intermarried, but con- 
tinues to be a widow; that she now resides in , in 
the county of , and State of , and 
has resided there for the space of years past ; and that pre- 
vious thereto she resided in 

Sworn to and subscribed this day of 

184 
In presence of 

Before me 

I certify that the above-named affiant is personally known to me, and 
that she is the same individual who drew a pension as stated by her in the 
foregoing affidavit. 

Justice of the Peace, or other magistrate. 



Oath of identity for the widow or chili of a deceased pensioner. 
State of ,) 



Be it known, that before me , a 

in and for the county aforesaid, duly authorized by 
law to administer oaths, personally appeared , 

and made oath in due form of law, that ,=he, (or he, as the case may be) 
is the widow (or son, or daughter, as the case may bo) of 
the identical person who was a pensioner, and is now dead, and 
to whom a certificateof pension was issued.whJch is herewith surrendered 

That the deceased pensioner resided in , in the State 

of for the space of years before his deatli ; 

and that previous thereto he resided ia 

Sworn and subscribed this day of , 18 , 

before me 

Note. — The above deposition must bo eif^ned bj the deponent Whero tlie pen- 
sion ]ia3 been increased, since tlic cortifieato haa been given, the magistrate will 
note the Exot . 

Note. — The oa.th of Identity far llia esocutot or ndmiiiistrator of a decoasod pen- 
sioner may he in the foregoing foiui euljalitatxne ' L\ci,iilor ' (or "admiiiistrator" 
as the ease may bo) for " widow" &.a. 
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Power of altorncy jor the widow or child of a deceased pensioner. 

Know all men by these presents, that I, , of 

, id the county of , State of 

widow, (or child, as the case may be,) of , who was 

(it) pensioner of the United States, do hereby constitute and 

appoint my true and lawful attorney, for me, 

and in my name, to receive from the agent of the United States for paying 
pensions m , State of 

the balance of said pension from the day of 18 , 

to the day of ,18 , being the day of 

his death. 

Witness my hand and seal, this day of , 18 . 

Sealed and delivered ) , , 

in presence of J I • -I 

Note. — The forme of acklowledgment of tha above power, Q.nd of the attorney's 
oath are the eume as in form C. Wlion one of tha children is uppointeil bj tlii; 
others to receiva the balance, the nttorney's oath is not i-equircil. 
^ (b) In this blank insert the word invalid, ot revolutionary, as the case may be. 



Certificate of the Court as to the death of a pensioner. 

State of , i^ 

c„,t,of ,\"- 

I, , clerk of (he court of , 

holden at , in and for , do 

hereby certify that satisfactory evidence has been exhibited to said court 
that was a pensioner of the United States at the rate of 

dollars per ; was a resident of the county 

of , in the State of , and died in the , 

in the State of , in the year , on the 

day of ; that he left a widow [or no widow] (or child or 

children, as the case may be) whose name is (or are, as the case may be,)* 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 

my seal of office, at , this 

[Seal of the court.] day of , ill the year of our Lord 

18 

Clerk of the 

*In ease Iho pension oortificalo has boan lost, inaerf, inimedialoly after tho name, 
or names, of the widovi', child or children, as tlie case maj be, the following; 
"And that the panaion ecrtificato of said pensioner has baen lost, and, aftsr duo 
ijcarch and inquiry therefor, it cannot bs found." 
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I. 

Evidence in cases %vhere Pension Certificates are illegally withheld. 

State of , > 

cov/ihly, ^ 
Be it known, that before me, , a in and 

for the county aforesaid, duly authorized by law to administer oaths, per- 
sonally appeared . and made oath in due form of law, 
thai he (o\ slie, as the case may be) is the identical named 
in an original pension certificate now illegally withheld by 

[H«rc staU ihefaeis respecting the detention of the pension certificate^ 
that he (or she) is entitled to a pension of* dollars per month ; 

that he (or she) now resides in j and has resided there for 

the space of years past; and that, previous thereto, he (or 

she) resided in 

Sworn and subscribed this day of ,18 

JV'o(e. — The above deposition must bo signed by the deponent. 



State or •{ ss 

Conformably to the regulations of the War Department of the 27th of 
October, 1832, I, , a magistrate in the county above 

named, do herehy certify that I have the most satisfactory evidence, viz:t 
that , who, this 

day appeared before me to talte the oath of identity, is the identical pen- 
sioner he (or she) declares himself (or herself) to be in the annexed 
affidavit ; and I am also satisfaed that the statement made by him (or her) 
in relation to the pension certificate is true. 

Given imder my hand at , the day and year above 

written. = 

I, , clerk of the court of county, certify 

that is a magistrate as above, and that the foregoing cer- 

tificate, purporting to be hi9> is genuine. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed my seal of office, and 
, , subscribed my name, this day of , 

•^ ■ ^'■' in the year 

Clerk of the court of county. 

■This blanlt must be filled with the amouut to which the pensioner ia now enti- 
tled, which, in some oases, varies from that in the original nertilicate. 

0°ThB oalh may ba admin isfeted bj any officer properly qualified to take affida- 

tHece state what thoovidenco ia; whether personal kuoivlodge, at tlio affidavits 
of respectable persona — givicg their names. 

[ETThe oath may be made before any olficcr duly authorized to administer oaths. 

If the penaioii agent aet as magistrate in the cofle, the certificate of tlio clerii of 
the court ie not reqiiireii. 
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Received of , agent for paying pensions, 

dollars cents, being- for month's pension due to 

from the day of , 

18 ,to the day of 18 , for which 

I have signed duplicate receipts. 

$ 

Pension Office, Marek9, 1848. 
In order to cai-ry into effect the act of Congress re- 
newing the pensions of widows under the act of Febru- 
ary 2, 1848j the applicant who may claim a pensiorij 
must make a declaration, under oath, before some magis- 
trate in the county where she resides, which declaration 
must be duly authenticated. The official character and 
signature of the magistrate must be certified by the pro 
per officer under his seal of office, and the magistrate 
must certify that the declarant is peisonally known to 
him. 

J. L. EDWARDS, 

Commissiomer of Pensions. 

Declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the Act of Congress 
of 9(? February, 1848, entitled " An act maJdng further provi- 
sion for surviving widows and soldiers of the Revolution. 

State, [Territory, or District,] of ) ^^ 

On this day of peraonaliy appeared before the 

. of the 
, A. E., a resident of , in the county of 

, aged years, who being first duly sworn, according to 

law, doth on her oath, make the following declaration, in order to obtain 

Note. — It will be perceived that tUe act of tba 9d Fabrnary, 1843, pvovHeB m 
well for widows of officers antt soldieia of the Revolution wlio way heraiifior die, as 
for those who hava already died. Manj widows, tbsreforo, will ba entitled to the 
prosiaons of the act o( 1848, who have not drawn, or been anfitleil to, any peiision 
under any former law. Thoy will vary their declarations to coDform to the oir. 
oumBtancea of their casee. If (heirbiiEband'a hava been pensioueJ, they will slata 
the fact, with Guch particulars in relation to Iris resilience, and amount of pension, 
as tha foregoing form dmscts. 

If neither thBapphcantuBi: her husband has heen penMoned, she will be required 
to make saoh proon as the raguUtions require under Che act of the 7th July, 1836. 
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SI 

the beoofits of the provision made by the act of Coiigresa, passed oo ihe 
2d February, 1848, granting pensions to widows of persons who Berved 
during the revolutionary war. That she is the widow of 

, who was a (here insert the rank the husband held in the army, 
navy, or militia, as the case may be, and the regiment, corps, or vessel, in 
which he served, and the annual amount of ihe pension which she re- 
ceived under the act of ITth June. 1844.) 

She further declares lliat she is still a widow. 

Sworn to and subscribed on ihe day and year above written, before 



Declaration in order to obtain the henefil of the Act of the 2Is( 
Juhj, 1848. 

State, [Territory, or District] ol ) 

On this day of , personally appeared before the 

of the A B, a resident of in the county , and 

State, [Territory, or District] of aged years, who being first 

duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following decla- 
ration, in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the law of 
the United States, passed on the 21st of July, 1848: That she is the 
widow of , who was a in the regimentof 

United States ; that she was married to the said 

on the day of , in (he year eighteen hundred and ; 

that her husband, the aforesaid , died on the day of 

at , in , in consequence of , and that she 

has remained a xvtdow ever since that period, as will more fully appear 
by reference to the proofs hereto annexed. 

Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year above written, bafoie 
|Mag;istrate's signature.] [Deelarant's signature.] 

IrJ'The official character and signature of the magistrate must be 
certified by the proper officer, under his seal of office. 



Witiow's Declaration in order to obtain (he ienefil oj the Act of 
Congress of the 29(A July, 1848. 

State, [Territory or District] of } 

On this day of , personally appeared before the 

of the , A B, a resident of , in the 

county of , aged years, who, being duly sworn, 

according to law, doth, on her oath, make the following declaration, in 
order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the act of Congress, 
passed , who was a [here insert ihe rank the husband held 
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in llio army, navy, or militia, as the case may be, and specify the sej-Ties- 
parfornied, as directed in rule numbered one of these reguklions.] 

She further declares that she was married to the said on the 

day of , in the year seventeen hundred and ; that 

her husband, the aforesaid died on the day of ; 

that she was not married to him prior to his leaving the service, but !he- 
mavriage took place previous to theseeond of January, eighteen bimdred,. 
viz: at the time abovo stated, She further swears that she is now a 
widow, and that she has never before made any application forapensiou. 

Sworn to and subscribed on the day and year abeve written^ before 



AppHcalion of a Widow in order lo renew her 'pension^ 

To the CoMMissioNKR 0¥ Pensions : 

The memorial of the undersigned, the widow of the late 
who was a in the Navy of the United States, respectfully shows :■ 

Tbasher husband, the aferesaid entered the service of the 

Uaited States, in the year ; that while in the said service, and hold- 

ing the rank abovo mentioned, he departed this life, at , ore- 

the day of , in the year ; that the undersigned 

was married to the said on the day of , in the yeas 

; and in proof thereof, she refers to papers on file in the Pensiott 
Office, upon which she obtained a pension for five years. She therefore 
claims the benefits of the act of Congress of the 11th of August, 1848, 
granting pensions to the widows of officers, seamen, and marines, who- 
have died in the service aforesaid ; and she requests that her name may 
be inscribed_oo the roll of pensioners under that law who are paid at 
, in iho State of 

Sworn and subsctibed to before me, on this day of ,in ths; 

year 



Surgeons' Certificate in an inifalid case, 

(Date.) 
It is hereby certified that , a in the United States 

ship of war , commanded by , is rendered inca- 

gable of performing the duty of a , fay reason of wounds or 

other injuries inflicted while he was actually in the service aforesaid, and 
in the line of his duty, viz :- 

By satisfactory evidence, and accurate examination, it appears thai on. 
the day of , in the year , being engaged 

and he is thereby [not only incapacitated for duty aforesaid, but, in the 
opinion of the undersigned is disabled from obtaining 

hiB subsistence from manual labor. 
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Certficai& of the eommandiiig Officer in an invalid casz. 
United States Ship , 

184 . 
I hereby certify that , who was a on board of 

this ship, while ynder my command, and white enaged in his duty as a 
, was, in consequence of the followiBg circumstances, so 
anjured as to be prevented from any farther performance of his duty as a 
, and I therefore deemed it proper that he should be dis- 
chargad from the naval service of the United States. He was accord- 
ingly discharged on the dayof , siitheyear 184 , 
While he was 



Regulations imder Act of March 3, 1845. 

To tbe Commissioner of Pensions; 

The memorial of the undersigned, the widow of the late 
who was a in. the Navy of the United States, respectfully shows : 

That her husband, (he aforesaid .entered the service ,ot the 

United Stales in the year ; that, while in said service, and hold- 

ing the rank above mentioned, he departed this life, at* , on 

the d.r.> of in the year ; that the undersigned 

was married to the said on the dayof in the year 

; and in proof thereof, she refers to papers on file in the Pension 
Office, upon which she obtained apension for five years. She therefore, 
claims the benefits ofthe act of Congress of tho3dof March, 1845, grant- 
ing pensions to the widows of officers, seamen and marines, who have 
died in the service aforesaid, and she requests that her name may bs in- 
scribed on the toll of pensioners under that law, who aro paid at 
, in fheStite of 
Sworn audauh.=ciibt,d to, before nic, on this dayof, in the 



^fplication of a Widow who applies for a Pension for the first time. 
Tothe Commissioner of Pensions: 

The memorial of the undersigned, the wJdo w of the Sate 

who was a , ia the Navy of 

the United States, respectfully shows : 

That her husband, the aforesaid , entered 

the service of the United States in the year ; that, 

*If at a navy yard, tha fact must ba staled, and thenimB of the navy yard, if oq 
ioard of a vessol of war, tha name of the vessel must be given. 

BZrTliQ otficLal cliatactev and signature of tlia magistrate who may admiRintw 
like oath, must be certified bj the proper officer, under his seal of eiSce. 
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while in the said service, and holdiog; tiie rank above mentioned, he de- 
parted this life, at* on the 
day of , in the year ; that the undersigned 
was married to the said on the 
day of , in the year ; and in proof thereof 
she exhibits the following evidence : [Here describe the proof, whether 
the clergyman's certificate, the family record, town or county clerk's certifi- 
cate, or the affidavit of a respectable witaess.] She therefore claims tiie 
benefits of the acts of Congress, of the 11th August, 1848, granting pen- 
sions to the widows of officers, seamen and marines, who have died in 
the service aforesaid ; and she requests that her name may be inscribed 
on the roll of pensioueis under that law who are paid at 
in the State of 
Sworn and subscribed to, before me 
on this day of 
in the year 

•If at a navy yard, tlio fact must be slatod, and the name of the navy yard ; if 
on board of a veaaol of war, the name of the veESol must be given. 

lITTha official character and signature of Hio magistrate who may admioister 
the oath must bo certified by the proper officer, undoi- bis seal of oiEce, 

071a no case can the claim be allowed, aniesa it can be clearly shown by the 
certificate of a navy surgeon that the husband died of a. disease contracted, or of 
some oasaalty, by downing, orotherwisa, or of an injury received, while he was 
in the Ime of his duty. The surgeon must ninka a particular statement of all the 
facts in Ihe casB, desoribe the disorder or injury, and state also npon what particular 
duty the husband was engaged when, the disability arose which resulted in his 
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BOUNTY LANDS. 

CHAPTER I, 

Land granted to Recruits. 
The 4th section of the act of January 20, 1813 provi- 
ded, that there should be given to each effective, able 
bodied man, who should enlist Into the service of the 
United States, after the first day of February, 1813, to 
serve for five years, or during the war, in addition to his 
pay, the bounty of 160 acres of land previously authori- 
zed by law. 

CHAPTER n. 
The amotmt oj Land doubled. 
By the act of December 10, 1814, sec. 4, it was en- 
acted, that in lieu of the 160 acres then allowed by law, 
there shall be allowed to each non-commissioned officer 
and soldier, thereafter enlisted, when discharged from 
service, and who shall have obtained from the command- 
ing officer of his company, battalion, or regiment, a cer- 
tificate that he had faithfully performed his duty whilst 
in service, three hundred and twenty acres of land. It 
also provided, that the widow or children, or if no widow 
or child, the parents of every non-commissioned officer 
or soldier, enhsted according to law, and who were ifilled 
or died in the service of the United States, shall be enti- 
tled to the said 320 acres of iand~ It cannot, however, 
pass to collateral relations. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Time of oypZitad'oji for Bounty Lands for iervice tn the War of 
1812 with Great Britain, extended. 

By the act of June 26, 1848, the time of application 

for bounty land lor service in the war of 1812 with 
Great Britain, was extended for five years from the date 
of the passage of the act* 

Note. — Soldiers to be entitled to bounty for the above 
named service, must have enlisted for five years or d uring 
the war. 



CHAPTER IV. 
New Lands may be selected. 
By the act of July 25, 1848, it was enacted, that soldiers 
of the war of 1812, may within five years from the passage 
of said act, select new land, if the first warrant was loca- 
ted on knd'unfit for location": Provided, that before re- 
ceiving such new land, it shall be proved to the satisfac- 
tion of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
ftiat the land is unfit for cultivation, and that said soldier 
has never disposed of his interest in it by any sale of his 
own, and that it has not been taken or disposed of for 
his debts, etc. 

MEXICAN WAR BOUNTY LANDS. 

CHAPTER V. 

The 9th section of the act of February 1 1, 1847, enac- 
ted, that each non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate,enlisted or to be enlisted in the regular army, or regu- 
larly mustered in any volunteer company, for a period of 
not less than twelve months, who has served or may serve 
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during the present war with Mexico, and who shall receive 
an honorable discharge, or who shall have been killed or 
died of wounds received or sickness incurred in the course 
of such service, or who shall have been discharged before 
the expiration of his term of service in consequence of 
wounds received or sickness incurred in the course of 
such service, shall be entitled to receive a certificate of 
warrant from the War Department for the quantity of one 
hundred and sixty acres, and which may be located by 
the warrantee, or his heirs at law, at any land office of 
the United States, in one body, and in conformity to the- 
legal subdivisions of the public lands, upon any of the' 
public lands in such district then subject to private entry ;. 
and upon the return of such certificate or warrant, with 
evidence of the location thereof having been legally made, 
to the G eneral Land Office, a patent shall be issued there- 
for. That in the event of the death of any such non- 
commissioned oflScer, musician, or private, during service, 
or after his discharge, and before the issuing of a certifi- 
cate or warrant as aforesaid, the said certificate or war- 
rant shall be issued in favor and inure to the benefit of. 
his family or relatives, according to the following rule^: 
first, to the widow and to his children j second, his far- 
ther; third, his mother. And in the event of his chil- 
dren being minors, then the legally constituted guardian 
of such minor children shall, in conjunction with such of 
the children, if any, as may be of full age, upon being 
duly authorized by the orphans, or other court having 
probate jurisdiction, have power to sell, and dispose of 
such certificate or warrant for the benefit of tho«e inter- 
ested. And ail sales, mortgages, powers, or other in- 
struments of writing, going to affect the title or claim to 
any such bounty right, made or executed prior to the 
issue of such warrant or certificate, shall be null and void 
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tu all intents and purposes whatsoever; nor shall sucfe- 
claim to bounty right be in anywise affected by, or char- 
ged with, or subject to, the payment of any debt or claim 
incurred by the soldier prior to the issuing of such cer- 
tificate or warrant : Provided, that no land warrant is- 
sued under the provisions of this act shall be laid upon 
any lands of the United States to which there shall be a 
pre-emption right, or upon which there shall be an actual 
settlement and cultivation : Provided, further, That every 
such non-commissioned oiiicer, musician, and private who 
may be entitled under the provisions of this act to receive 
a certificate or warrant for one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, shall be allowed the option to receive, such cer- 
tificate or warrant, or a treasury scrip for one hundred 
dollars ; and such scrip, whenever it is preferred, shall 
be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury to such per- 
son or persons as would be authorized to receive such cer- 
tificates or warrants for lands; said scrip to bear an in- 
terest of six per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, 
redeemable at the pleasure of the government. And 
that each private, non-commissioned officer, and musician, 
who shall have been received into the service of the 
United States since the commencement of the war with 
Mexico, for less than twelve months, and shall have served 
for such term, or until honorably discharged, shall be 
entitled to receive a warrant for forty acres of land, which 
may be subject to private entry, or twenty-five dollars in 
scrip if preferred ; and in the event of the death of such 
volunteer during his term of service, or after an honorable 
discbarge, but before the passage of this act, then the 
warrant for such land, or scrip, shall issue to the wife^ 
child, or children, if there be any, and if none, then to 
the father, and if there be no father, then to the mother 
of such deceased volunteer : Provided, that nothing 
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coiiLaliied in this section shall be so construed as to give 
bounty lands to such volunteers as were accepted into 
sevice, and discharged without being marched to the seat 
of war. 

CHAPTER VI. 
Surgeon's Certificate sufficient evidence that the disability arose in 
the service. 
By the joint resolution of March 24, 1848, it was pro- 
vided, that in aU cases of application for bounty land war- 
rants under the act of February 11, 1847, the honorable 
discharge of the applicant, shewing the same was predica- 
ted on a surgeon's certificate of disability, shall be consid- 
ered as satisfactory evidence to the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, that the disability was incurred in the couree of 
service. 

CHAPTER Yll. 
jVo Fees required for location. 
The act of May 17, 1848, declared, that fees to 
Registers or Receivers shall not be required from soldiers, 
who locate their land warrants ; although fees are al- 
lowed when the location is made by other holders. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Brothers ami Sisters of Soldiers of the Mexican War, entitled to 
land in certain cases. 
The act of May 27, 1848, provided^ that the term "rela- 
tive" in the 9th section of the act of February U, 
1847, should be considered as extending to the brothers 
and sisters of those whose services under the act (in the 
Mexican War, ) entitled them to the land therein provi- 
ded : the order or priority of right, however, to remain as 
declared by the said act of February 1!, 1847. It was 
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also provided, that the benefits of the act of February 1 !j- 
1847, should not be construed as forfeited by the privates 
and non-commissioned officers, who were promoted to 
the grade of commissioned officers during the Mexican! 
War, and who subsequently fulfilled the condition of 
their engagement, provided that such promotion was 
made subsequent to the original organization of the com- 
pany, corps, or regiment, 

CHAPTER IX. 

Enlisted mat of tkt Ordnance Corps entitled to land and jpensions 



The act of July 10, 1848, provided, that the enlisted 
men of the ordnance department, who served in the 
Mexican War, should receive the same bounty land as 
is given to the other regular troops in the service. It 
also placed them, with regard to disabihties or wounds, 
on the same footing as the regular army. 

Note.— The joint resolution of the 10th of August, 
1848, places all the officers, non-commissioned officers,. 
musicians, and privates ot the Marine Corps who served 
with the army in the war with Mexico, as also the artifi- 
cers and laborers of the Ordnance Corps serving in said 
war, on a footing in all respects as to bounty land and 
other remuneration, in addition to ordinary pay, with the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates of the army, provided that this remuneration shall be 
in lieu of prize money and all other extra allowances. 

CHAPTER X. 
Miami Lands in Indiana. 
The act of August 7, 1848, allows pre-emption clai- 
mants upon the Miami lands in Indiana, entitled to bounty 
lands, to apply their warrants for services in the Mexican 
war in payment, thereof. 
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CHAPTER XI, 

Location of Bonntij Land tVerranls' legal subdivision authorised 

in cerlain cases. 

The act of August 14, 1848, provides, that any non- 
commissioned officer OF soldier, or his widow, may locate 
his land warrant on any public land subject to private 
entry, taking the land at the price at which it is subject 
to private entry, and reckoning the warrant at one dol- 
!ar and twenty-five cents per acre for the number of acres 
therein contained, and paying the balance, if any, in 
Miouey ; but no claim to exist on the Government to pay 
for any balance on said warrant in money. 

FORMS AND REGULATIONS FOR OBTAINING 
MEXICAN BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 

Peksion Office, Marc7i i, 1847. 

In order to carry into effect the provisions of the ninth 
■section of the act of the 11th oi February, 1847, the 
■Secretary of War has directed that the following regula- 
tions sh allbe observed. 

It will be observed, on reading the ninth section of the 
lawj that there are six classes of persons provided 
for, viz : 

1. Those non-commissioned ofScers, musicians, and 
pi-ivates of the regular army who have served in Mexi- 
co during the war with that country, and who have 
served out the full period of their enlistment, and 
have been honorably discharged, or who may have 
been or may be honorably discharged before the ex- 
piration of the period of their enlistment, in consequence 
of wounds received, or sickness incurred, in the course of 
such service. 

2. The representatives of such persons as are men- 
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tioned ill thu preceding paragraph, who may die in the 
service, or after being discharged, and before the issuing 
of a certificate or warrant. 

3. Non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
who have been mustered, or may be mustered for twelve 
months, in any volunteer company, who have served, or 
may serve, until the end of the war with Mexico, and 
have been, or may be, honorably discharged hy reason 
of the expiration of their enlistment, or in consequence 
of disability from wounds received, or sickness incurred, 
in said service. 

4. The representatives, as designated by this act, of 
such volunteers as shall have died, or may die, in the 
service, or after having been honorably discharged, and 
before the issuing of a warrant or certificate. 

5. Volunteers received into the service since the com- 
mencement of the Mexican war, for less than twelve 
months, who shall have marched to the seat of war, and 
shall have served until honorably discharged. 

6. The representatives, as designated in the act, of 
volunteers received into the service for less than three 
months, and who may have died in the service, or after 
having been honorably discharged, and defore the pas- 
sage of this act. 

In order to substantiate a claim for land or scrip, under 
the provisions of the foregoing section of the act, the per- 
sons described in the first class of these regulations will 
send to, or deposite with the Commissioner of Pensions, 
Washington city, evidence of enlistment, service, and 
honorable discharge, as required by law. The best evi- 
dence on lixese points is held to be the original discharge 
of the applicant, which must, in ali cases, be produced 
if in existence, accompanied by the applicant's affidavit 
(vide form marked A, ) setting forth th:it he is Ihe iden- 
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lical person mentioned in the discharge; and in case 
of the loss or destruction of the discharge, the applicant 
will make oath to the fuctj and produce the affidavit of 
some creditable witness in corroboration of his statement. 
The claimant must set forth the regiment and company 
to which he belonged ; the time of entering the service, 
the time, place, and manner of his leaving the same, and 
he must show by the testimony of a commissioned officer 
that he was honorably discharged. 

In case the claimant should desire scrip instead of land, 
he must make his request in writing according to the 
form marked B, accompanying these regulations. 

The rules in the paragraphs immediately preceding are 
applicable to volunteers mentioned in classes Nos. 3 and 5. 

The representatives of deceased soldiers and others, as 
mentioned in classes 2, 4, and 6, must produce 'evidence 
of the enlistment, service and death of the original clai- 
mant. If the soldier was discharged, the discharge must 
be produced, if in existence. If not, the same proof will 
be required as in other cases of lost discharges ; and if he 
died in the service, the certificate of his captain or other 
oflicer who commanded the company to which he be- 
longed, must be produced. 

The persons who may claim must produce evidence of 
their relationship to the deceased, and show the degree 
of consanguinity they bore to him. This proof must be 
drawn in conformity with the form marked C, and may 
be taken before any court having probate jurisdiction. In 
case the father claims, he must show that no wife or child 
of the deceased is living ; and in case the mother claims, 
she must show that neither the wife, child, nor father of 
the deceased is living. 

J. L. EDWARDS, 
Commissioner of Pmswim-, 
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Counlij of , \ 

On this day of , in the year 

one ihousand eight hundred and , personally 

appeared before me, the undersigned, a justice of the peace for the county 
and above mentioned, who 

being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical 
who was a in the 

company commanded by Captairi , in the regi- 

ment , comraaaded by 

that he enlisted on the day of 

for the term of , aad was discharged at 

on the day of . , 

by reason of 

Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above written, 

&^See notes following: 

gt^-The discharge of a soldier, if he has one, must In 
every case accompany the above affidavit. 

NOTES. 

1. It is proper to state, for the informatioa of claimants under the 9lh section of 
tho act of rebcnary 11, 1317, that, in eTsry inalanco in which a volunteer soldier 
was disc}iai'god on a Burgeon's certificate, that paper must be Bent to the Pension 
Offiee, with the claimant's affidavit, nnlasa it has been olhorwiao disposed of. If 
lost, he should state the fact under oatli . 

2. The oEeia! eharaetor and signature of tho magistrate who may idministor 
an oath, must be oeilificd by tho proper officer, under hia seal of office. The cer. 
tifioate must accompany every case, and be attached to the paper on which the 
affidavit is written. No affidavit taken before a notary public can be admitted as 
Evidence ; except in the States of Now Hampshire, Conneoticut, Virginia, South 
Carolina, Wiaconsin, and Indiana, in which States laws have passed giving Bucli 
officers power to administer oaths for general purposes. 

3. Thorolinquiahment of the right to bounty land must be signed by the claimant, 
if he wishes to receive scrip in iieu of land, and tlie relinquishment must be wit. 
nossed by some one wlio writes a legible hand. 

i. Volunteers in some oases have been discharged from the service without ever 
having received a oertiliBate to that effect from (he officer who discharged them. 
Such eases have occurred where an entire regiment has bsen mustered out of the 
service. In such a case tiie claimant must make the oath of identity required by 
the regulations, and add to the statement as to hia service, the following words r " I 
never received any discharge. The regiment to whicii I belonged was mustered 

5. No assignment of land or scrip can be made until after a land warrant has 
been issued fioni tho Pension Offiee, or a certificate of scrip, as the ease may be. 

e. As there were some six months' volunteers, who did not march to the seat of 
war, it is indispensably necessary that every soldier who was so engaged, should 
produce the eertificata of the commanding officer of the regiment or company to 
which lie belonged, showbg that he was at the seat of war. The post to whicli 
(he solditr marched shonid be raentionod. 
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B. 

(D*teJ 

Sir ; 1 vequest that my claim to baunty land, under the ninth secCiore 
of the act of ihe !llh of February, 1847, entitled " Att act to raise for a 
hmited time an additional military force, and for other purposes " may be 
examined ; and if I am entitled to land, 1 wish to relinquish, and do here- 
by relinquish my right thereto, and in lieu thereof to receive a treasury 
scrip for one hundred dollars,* 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servaat, 

To the Commissioner of Pensions, 

Waskinglon City. 



It is herehy certified that natisfactory proof has been exhibited before 
Ihet for the county of in the State of 

by the affidavits of and who are persons entitled' 

to credit, that and are the only surviving^ children of 

who was a in the United States service. 

In testimony whereof I have set my hand and seal of office this- 
day of in the year 

"Or twenty-five dollars, as the cnso may be. 

+Ths evidence may be taken before any gilioer authotiaed by law to adniinialer 
sn oath foi' general purpoeee. 

Ilf there be no children, and the father ckims, the facta must be Btatei?, and tlie 
form will bo varied to suit the case; and if there be neither child nor father living, 
Bud the widow claima, Ihe form will be ao changed as to ahow the facts in the uaBe.- 

IO*TlndeL' the act of May 27, 134B, brothers and sisters maj' claim, provided the 
soldier left neither father, mother, widow, nor child. The foregoing form will be 
varied to suit tho case. If a. father cklms, he must prove by two credible and dia- 
intereeted witnesses that he ia (he father, and that the aoldior, his son, left neither 
widow nor child. If a mother elaima, e ho must ahow that Ihe soldier left neilhet 
father, widow, nor child. If a brother clai ms, he muEt prove that (he soldier left 
neither father, mother, widow, child, nor siator, and that he ia the only surviving 
brother. The evidence will be varied to suit the case, if more than one brother 
applies, or sialera and brothers, or a eiater or aiaters only. In every cose it must 
be clearly shown that the peraons who apply are the only heirs under the acts of 
February il, 1847, and May 27, 1848. 

*If at a navy yard, the fact muat bo stated, and the name of the navy yard ; if 
on bootd of a voBBoi of war, the name of the vessel must be given. 

ID'The official character and aignaturo of the magistrate who may administer 
the oath, must bo certified by the proper officer, under his seal of oiSce. 
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BOUNTY LAND 



CHAPTER Xir. 
On the 28th of Scjitcmber, 1850, the foliowing Act was passed: 

Be it enacted, That each of the survivingj or the widow 
or minor children of deceased commissiond and non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, or privates, whether of regu- 
lars, volunteers, rangers, or militia, who performed mili- 
tary service in any regiment, company, or detachment, in 
the service of the United States in the war with Great 
Britain, declared by the United States on the 18th day 
of June, 1812, or in any of the Indian wars since 1790, 
and each of the commissioned officers who was engaged 
in the military service of the United States in the late 
war with Mexico, shall be entitled to lands, as follows : 
Those who engaged to serve twelve months, or during 
the war, and actually served nine months, shall recive one 
hundred and sixty acres ; and those who engaged to serve 
sis months, and actually served four months, shall receive 
eighty acres ; and those who engaged to serve for any, 
or an indefinite period, and actually served one month, 
shall receive forty acres; Provided, That wherever any 
officer or soldier was honorably discharged in consequence 
disability in the service before the expiration of his period 
of service, he shall receive the amount to which he would 
have been entitled if he had served the full period for 
which he had engaged to serve ; Provided, the person so 
having been in service shall not receive said lands, or any 
part thereof, if it shall appear by the muster rolls of his 
regiment or corps that he deserted, or was dishonorably 
discharged from service, or if he has received, or is en- 
titled to any military land bounty under any act of Con- 
gress heretofore passed. 

Sec. 2. £nd be it further enacted, That the period 
during which any officer or soldier may have remained 
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in caplivity with tlie enemy shail be estlmalod and added 
to the period of his actual service, and the person so de- 
tained in captivity shall receive land under the provisions 
of this act in the same manner that he would be entitled 
in case he had entered the service for the whole term 
made up by the addition of the time of his captivity^ and 
had served during such term. 

Sec. 3. Jind be -it further enacted, That esich commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, for whom provision is made by the first section 
Jiereof, shall receive a certificate, or warrant from the 
Department of the Interior for the quantity of land to 
which he may be entitled, and which may be located by 
the warrantee, or his heirs at law, at any land office of 
the United States, in one body, and in conformity to the 
legal sub-divisions of the public lands, upon any of the 
public lands in such district then subject to private entry : 
and upon the return of such certificate or warrant, with 
evidence of the location thereof having been legally made, 
to the General Land Office, a patent will be i.^sued therefor. 
In event of the death of any commissioned or non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, prior or subse- 
quent to the passage of this act, who shall have served as 
aforesaid, and who shall not have received bounty land 
for said services, a like certificate or warrant shall be is- 
sued in favor and to enure to the benefit of his widow, 
who shall receive one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
in case her husband was killed in battle, but not to her 
heirs ; Provided, She is unmarried at the date of her ap- 
plication. Provided Jurther, That no land warrant issued 
under the provisions of this act shall be laid upon any 
land of the United States to which there shall be a pre- 
emption right, or upon which there shall be an actual 
settlement and culdvation, except with the consent of 
such settler, to be saSisfactorily proven to the proper land 
officer. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all sales, mort- 
gages, letters of attorney, or other instruments of writing 
going to aflect the title or claim to any warrant or cer- 
tificate issued, or to.be issued or any lasd granted^ or t^.' be 
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granted^ Hinder the provisions of this act, made or execu^- 
ted prior to the issue, shall be null and void, to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever; nor shall such certilicate or 
warrant, o.r the land obtained thereby, be in anywise af- 
fected by^ or charged with, or subject to, the payment 
of any debt or claim incurred by such officer or soldier 
prior to the issuing of the patent : Provided, That the 
benefits of this act shall not accrue to any person who is 
a member of the present Congress : Provided further, 
That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the 
General Land OfficBj under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by the the Secretary of the Interior, to cause 
to be located, free of expense, any warrant which the 
holder may transmit to the General Land Office for thai 
purpose, in such State and land district as the said holder 
or warrantee may designate, and upon good farming, 
land, so far as the same can be ascertained from the maps^, 
plats, and field notes from the surveyor, or from any 
other information in the possession of the land office;. 
and upon the location being made, as aforesaid, the Sec- 
retary shall cause a patent to be transmitted to such war- 
rantee : ^nd provided further, That no patent issued 
under this act shall be delivered upon any power of at- 
torney or agreement dated before the passage of this act ;, 
and that all such- powers of attorney or agreements be 
considered and treated as null and void- — 
Approved Sept. 28, '\86&. 

^A\l claims under the, aforesaid act should be ad- 
dressed to the Commissioner of Pensions. 



d by Google 



INSTRUCTIONS AND FORMS 

'Jb be ohseroed by persons applying to Ike Pension Ofice for 
Bounty Land, under the Act of September 2Sih, ISSOj entitled, 
" An Act gtanting Bounty Land to cerlam Officers find Sol~ 
" diers who have been engaged in the military service of the 
" United States.''' 

In every application for the benefit of the act aforesaid, 
whether made by the surviving officer or soldier himself, 
or by his widow or minor child or children, a declara- 
tion, under oath, must be made as nearly according to 
the following forms, as the nature of the case wilt admit. 

Such declaration, and all affidavits, must be sworn to 
before some justice of the peace or other officer authori- 
zed to administer oaths for general purposes, who must 
certify the same. 

The official character and signature of the magistrate 
•who may administer t^e oath, must be certified by the 
clerk of the proper court of record of his county, under 
the seal of the court. Such cerlificale must accompany 
■every case. 

In every instance where the certificate of the certify- 
ing officer who authenticates the paper, is not written on 
the same sheet of paper which contains the affidavit or 
other papers authenticated, the certificate must be attach- 
ed thereto by a piece of tape or narrow riband, the ends 
of which must pass under the official seal, so as to pre- 
vent any paper from being improperly attached to the 
■certificate. 

rChe 3d section, in express terms, only provides for 
the location of a warrant under the law. Thus the right 
to locate not being given to an assignee, the Departmenl: 
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may well say that no assignments made prior to localion 
will be recognized. 

The 4th section declares, all sales, &c., going to affect 
(he title to any land, granted or to be granted *' prior to 
the issue," shall be null and void, and expressly declares, 
that the land located shall not be charged with or subject 
to any debt or claim " incurred prior to the issuing of 
the patent." It thus appears clear, that it was the inten- 
tion of Congress that the claim of the soldier or his heirs, 
should continue free from every kind of incumbrance 
until after the issue of the patent, and thus relieve the 
Department from all the evils growing out of conflicting 
claims under alledged assignments. 

The object of the law is to confer the right to the land 
itself on the warrantee or his heirs After that purpose 
is effected, it is of course competent for the grantee to 
dispose of it as he may think proper. 



Form of n Dcclaralioih to he made, bij the surviving Of'icer or 

Soldier. 
State of ■) 

County of ) 

On this day of A. D. one tliousand 

eighi hundred and , personally appeared before me, a 

Justice of the Peace, {or other officer authorized to administer oaths 
for general purposes) within and for the County and State aforesaid, 

™gcd years, a resident of 

in the State of , who being duly sworn accord- 

ing to law, declares, that he is the identical 

who wns a in the Company* commanded by Cap- 

tain in ihe Regiment of 

commanded by in the war with Great 

Britain declared by the United States on the 18th day of June, 1812, 
(or other war embraced in said act, describing what war :) that he en- 
listed (or volunteered, or was drafted.) at on or 



according to tlio fuotH of tlio Oi 



Uffolfieiii, tlio decliir 
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about the day of A. D. 

for the term of and contiiiued in actual service 

in said war for the term of and was honorably 

discharged at on the day of 

A. D, , as will afpeur hy his original 

certificate of discharge herewith presented,^ or by the rouster rolls of 
said compaoy. 

He makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the bounty 
iaad to which he may be entitled under the " act granting bounty land 
to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the military 
service of the United Stales," passed September 28th, ]850. 

(Signature of the claimant.) 

Sworn lo and subscribed before me the day and year above written. 
And I hereby certify, that J. believe the said to 

be the identical man who served as aforesaid, and that he is of the age 
above slated. 

(Signature of tlio mugislrats or older oiBcor.) 



of a Declaration lo he made by the Ifidow of a deceased 
Officer or Soldier. 



On this day of A. D, one thousand 

eight hundred and , personally appeared before me, a 

Justice of the Peace, (or ether officer authorised to administer oaths for 
general purposes,) within and for £he County and State aforesaid, 

aged years, a resident of 

in the State of who being duly sworn accord- 

ing to law, declares, that she is the widow of 

deceased, who was a in the Company commanded 

by Captain in the Regiment of 

commanded by in the war 

with Great Britain declared by the United States on the 18th day of 
June, 1812, {or other war as the case may he:) That her said hus- 
band enlisted (or 'oolanfeered or was drafted,) at 

on or about the day of A. 

D. for the term of and continued in 

actual service in said war, for the term of and 

was honorably discharged at on the 

tif the dischargo haa been loat at destroyed, the words in ifoiics trill be omitted, 
audtlie facts in relation to the loss of the discharge stated in lieu tticreDf. If Iho 
claimant never received a written discharge, or if dischargod in conaequenca of 
disabilitj, or if he was in uaptivitf with the eneiny, he must vary his declaration, 
so as to eet forth Ihe &cts oi (he case. 
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day of A. D. as will appear by his 

origiiMl ceriificaU of discharge herewUh presented.* 
She further states that she was married to the said 

iu on the day of 

A. D. by one a 

and that her name before her said marriage was 
that her said Imsband died at 
OQ the day of A. D. , and 

that she is still a widow. 

She makes this declaration foe the purpose of obtaining the bounty 
land to which she may be entitled under the " act passed September 
28th, 1850. 

(Chimitnt's Sigmtlure,) 

Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above written. 

(Officer's Signature.) 

■The notes to iha preceding declaration ara alao applicable to this. In eoma 
caees it will, perhipB, be impoasibie for the wibow to stata the facta, in relation to 
her huaband'a servjoaa, with the particularity as to datea &,e., itidiGatad by the above 
form. In such case ehs must eat forth tha facta with as much aocuraoy as possi- 
ble. It will ba indispensable for herto state tha Company and Regiment in which 
ha BcrTsd. If her husband was killed in battle, that fact must be sot forth in tho 

This declaration must be accompaDiad by satiafactory proof of the marriage, and 
of the huaband's death. If there U any public record of the marriage, a duly cer- 
tified copy of such record should be forwarded if posaible. If there is no public re- 
cord of the uiarriagB, but a private or family recmd, such family record, or a certi- 
fied copy of the same, should bo forwarded, with the affidavit of soma disinterested 
peraoD, provingthe genaineness of the original, and that the copy certified is a true 
and correct copy of it. If no public or private tocord of the marriage exists, or 
can be procured, that fact should be set forth in the declaration; and in such case, 
other evidence, snch as the iBEliraony of persons who knew tha parlies in the lifo- 
time of the husband, and knew them to live together as husband and wife, and to 
be so reputed, will be admissible. 

Oyln no caso, however, will the mere atateraent of wilnassas, that the claimam 
IS the widom of the deceased, be taken as evidence of the marriage ; but the wit- 
neases must state tha facts and circamstanceg from which thoy derive their knowl- 
edge or opinion that she is the widow of the deceaeed. 

A certificate from the clergyman or magiatrato, who solemniied the marriage is 
not competent evidence, unless the genuiuaness of tlio certificate be proved, and 
the person who gave it be shewn to have been authorized to aalomnize marriages. 
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APPLICATIONS BY MINOR CHILDKEN. 

If any officer or soldier who would be entitled to 
bounty land under said act, if living, has died, leaving no 
widow who still survives him, but leaving a child or chil- 
dren under the age of majority, at the time of the passage 
of said act, such minor child or children are entitled to 
the same quantity of land that the father would be entitled 
to if living. 

In such case the guardian of such minor child or chd~ 
dren must make a declaration as nearly corresponding 
with the foregoing forms as the nature of the case will 
admit. He must state the time of the father's death ; the 
fact that no widow survives him; and must state the 
name or names, and exact age or ages of his surviving 
minor child or children. 

This declaration must be accompanied by satisfactory 
proof oi the father's death, that no widow survives him, 
of the ages of the minor children, and of his own appoint- 
m-ent, by competent authority, as guardian. If there is 
any family record showing the ages of the children, it or 
a certified copy of the same, should be forwarded, with 
the affidavit of some disinterested person, proving the 
genuineness of the original, and that the copy certified 
is a true and correct copy of it. 



NOTICE TO BOUNTY LAND CLAIMANTS. 

Department of the Interior, > 
Washington, October 31, 1850, ^ 

Applicants for bounty land, or for information in rela- 
tion thereto, are requested to address their communicatons 
on that subject to the Commissioner of Pensions direct. 
Their transmission through the Department proper im- 
poses on it a very great and unnecessary amount of labor, 
and the additional examination they must thereby necessa- 
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lily undergOj only creates delay, and increases their lia- 
bility to be lost or mislaid. 

Whenever new questions arise under the lawj the de™ 
cision of the Department will be commonicated to the 
Commissioner of Pensions, and he will thereby be ena" 
bled, as he is required to do, promptly to acknowledge 
the receipt of all communications, and answer such in- 
quiries as may be made. 

As numerous inquiries have been directed to those 
points, it may be well to state — 

1st. That where the service has been rendered by a 
substitute, he is the person entitled the benefit of the lawj 
and not his employer^ 

2d. That the widow of a soldier who has rendered the 
service required by the law is entitled to bounty land, 
provided she was a widow at the passage of the law, al- 
though she may have been married a second time ; but 
if not a widow at that time the benefit of the act inuresi 
to the minor children of the deceased soldier. 

3d. That no person, who had received or is entitled to 
bounty land under a prior law, is entitled to the benefit 
of the act of 28th September, 1850. 

4th. That no soldier is entited to more than one war- 
rant under this act, although he may have served several 
terms ; but where a soldier has served several terms, 
he will receive a warrant for the greatest quantity of 
land to which those several terms, consolidated, will 
entitle him. 

ALEX. H. H. STUART, 

Secretary of the Interior. 

By a circular letter emanating from the Commissioner 
of Pensions, it seems that the Marine Corps, who were 
embodied in the field and performed service as a portion 
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of the line of the army, are entitled. This rule we sup- 
pose wiU include a number of both officers and men^ who 
served in the war with Great Britain and in the Indian 
war in Florida. 

LOCATION OF WARRANTS, 
The jnquiriesare numerous, how is the process of loca- 
tion lo be accomplished ? There are two modes. The 
claimant must decide in what land district, in which there 
are public lands subject to entry, he will have ihe loca- 
tion made. He may then in person, or by an agent near 
the land office, or sent for that purpose, examine all such 
land, make the entry, and delivering up the land warrant 
to the Register and Receiver, take from them their cer- 
tificate of his entry. Upon this certificte the General 
Land Office, upon receiving it, will proceed to issue the 
patent. Or he may send his warrant directly to the 
General Land Office, and the Commissioner, by writing, 
to the land officers of the district he may elect and indi- 
cate, will cause the location and entry to be made, and 
the certificate to be returned to him for the patent. In 
the former mode of location, of course, there will be some 
expense involved, and in both there will be more or less 
uncertainty of getting good or even fair land, but the in- 
ducements, or the objections to the one mode or the 
other, will readily occur to every one, and each warran- 
tee, if the decision of the Secretary is maintained, must 
make his own calculation, and form his own judgment 
and conclusion, between the two, for himself. 

COPIES OP ROLLS. 

A notion has extensively prevailed that all the muster 
rolls in possesion of the Government would be printed, 
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and copies transmitted to the county clerks, to enable 
parties to make out their claims. If such a purpose was 
at any time in view, it is certainly now abandoned. The 
roils are not to be printed, and it is clear from the letters 
of the Commissioner of PensionSj the 3d Auditor, and 
the Adjutant General, that applications must first be made 
before an examination can take place — to find the proof of 
the service upon which it depends. The Department is 
desirous to avail itself of the statement of the claimant him- 
self, and to derive conclusions for or against the claim, 
from its agreement or discordance with the evidence of 
the rolls. Every claimant must therefore first make his 
declaration. Exact accuracy, in every particular, is not 
to be expected, but the leading points of the declaration 
must not only be capable of documentary authentication, 
but must serve as a eiue to the proper company or regi- 
mental roll to be examined. Without this clue, no ex- 
amination will be made, or if it be materially erroneous, 
the examination will be fruitless. The utmost particu- 
larity should be observed in giving the name of the cap- 
tain or other oflicer under whom, the description of the 
troops in which, tmd as near as possible the time when, 
the service was rendered. 

The rolls prior to ?.812, it seems, are not in existence. 
In cases arising prior to 1812, the declaration should be 
as full and circumstantial as possible, aud be accompanied 
by the testimony of two witnesses to the service alledged. 

Every case should be, in itself, both complete and ex- 
clusive. It should not include a claim for any other 
allowance, and should not depend on papers filed in 
another case. Oaths maybe administered by a notary 
public, and in that case, the certificate of the clerk is not 
required, provided the seal of the notary annexed has a 
device or inscription to distinguish it from others. 
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The Commissioner of Pensions has given notice, that 
all claims will be taken np in the order in which they are 
received in his office. His first step is to send the par- 
ticulars of the declaration to the office which has in its 
possession the proper roll, and upon return ot the proof it 
affords, he proceeds to decide. If he decide in favor of 
the claim, he issues a land warrant, which is sent to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, who registers, 
countersigns, anddelivers or transmitsit, to the person au- 
thorized to receive it This warrant, by the decision of 
the Department, is not assignable. The owner, by such 
decision, can make uo use of it, or of the land for which 
it is issued, until the warrant is located and a patent is is- 
sued therefor. 
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